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Some one has applied the epithet “ grasshopper 
Christians” to those church-members who are on 
the jump in revival times, but do nothing in 
ordinary seasons. And now the term “ grasshopper 
exegesis” is given to the plan of skipping from 
place to place in the Bible to string together isolated 
texts after one’s own fancy in support of a favorite 
doctrine. If this thing goes on, the grasshopper 
will be a burden to ill-balanced disciples before old 
age hes reached them. 


If @ preacher or a teacher has any doubts about 
the truth he is handling, the poorest thirg in the 
world for him to do is to tell of them to those whose 
inetruction he has undertaken. His hearers have 
doubts enough of their own. They don’t need to be 
burdened with his load. What he is set for is to 
declare to them the truth as he perceives it, and as 
he believes it; the truth which to him is real and 
positive and living truth; which is as his very life, 
and which he would die for. If a man has no such con- 
victions of truth, heis out of his sphere, as a preacher 
or a teacher. He ought to step aside, that his place 
may be filled by one who believes something, and 
who wants others to believe it. 





Weare frequently requested to furnish some frame- 
work or guide for the stady of the religious history 
of the Caristian era. Brief denominational histories 
are easily fuund, as well as elaborate treatises on the 
ecclesiastical events of particular periods; but a 
sufficiently full and compact syllabus or summary of 
religious progress since the time of the apostles is 





not readily attainable, We therefore publish, this 
week, a comprehensive Analysis for the Study of 
Church History, carefully prepared, as the result 
both of his study and his experience in the clase- 
room, by President John F. Hurst, of Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dr. Hurst is one of the most 
learned of American students cf church history, and 
this Analysis will be found well worth preservation. 


The time for abandoning the use of tracts as helps 
in Christian work does not seem to have yet arrived 
—certainly not in Europe. To the owner of a well- 
filled library, tracts may appear an antiquated 
device; but there are people glad to get any sort of 
reading, who welcome tracts as eagerly as in the ear'y 
days of their use. Many reports from the Paris 
Exhibition, this year, show that tracts, especially in 
the French language, are much sought. One visitor 


‘| writes that, in forty-five years’ experience in tract 


distribution, he has never seen such a desire to obtain 
them. In London, tracts seem no less popular. At 
a recent annual meeting of the “Sermon Tract 
Society,” connected with Mr. Spurgeon’s Taber- 
nacle, it was reported that the Society, during the 
past eight years, has circulated about eighty thou- 
sand sermons as loan tracts, to be returned after 
reading. The Society has no less than thirty-seven 
out-stations in different parts of Eogland. 


It is quite a common custom now, at the opening 
of a Sunday-school session, to ask all who have 
their Bibles with them to hold them up, that the 
superintendent may see them. This show of Bibles 
in our Sanday-schools would convince any fair 
looker-on that lesson-leaves have not driven out 
Bibles. But the trouble is, that the men who com- 
plain of Jack in this direction are not men who even 
visit the Saaday-school. They have such a prejudice 
in favor of old-time methods, and against the new; 
they are so sure that wisdom died with the fathers, 
and that the former days were better than these,— 
that they take it for granted that fewer Bibles are 
used now than a generation ago; and, without 
being at the trouble to inform themselves of the 
facts, they lay the blame on the modern lesson- 
leaves: for where else should they lay it? Mean- 
time the Bibles multiply, and they are studied in 
our Sanday-schools with a zeal, a system, and a 
thoroughness never known before since the sacred 
canon was completed. 


One of the commonest drawbacks in a prayer- 
meeting is the fear of a “ pause,” or a “ gap” in the 
exercises. Tnere are good brethren who are s0 afraid 
lest there should be a moment of impressive silence 
after the meeting is thrown open for prayer or 
remark, that they spring to their feet like a j «k-in- 
a-box, the instant. the leader unlooses the cover, 
and proceed to“ occupy the time,’’ lest a moment 
should “be lost.” Because of their constant for- 
wardness to bear a part in the exercises, other 
brethren, who would speak or pray, if only a rea- 
sonable opening were before them, remain silent for 
months or years together, until they are finally 
fixed in the habit of passive hearing. There are 
times, it is true, when a man should be prompt in 
giving an exhortation or a testimony, without wait- 
ing to see if some one elae is ready; but thie should 
not be the frequent custom of any man. No matter 





how spiritually minded, or eloquent, or earnest, or 
well informed, or how popular a speaker, a man 
may be, he ought not to take more than his share of 
the time in a prayer-meeting. He ought not to 
speak too frequently. He ovght to wait for others. 
He ought to aid in bringing the pressure of a 
“ pause’ on some quiet brother who would come 
forward if he were allowed time to get on to his feet 
with a fair show of m d-sty. The best talker in the 
world ought to shrink from the responsibility of 
shutting out others from a part in the prayer-meet- 
ing, by his effort to so fill every “gap” that no 
man who is less forward than himself can enter it. 


Now that the International lessons are again in 
the New Testament, it should be borne in miad that 
if study is ever necessary in ordar to understand 
the Scriptures, it surely is so in the case of the Gos- 
pels. The difficulty lies not in the elementary rules of 
practice : the door is opened wide, and the path plainly 
pointed out, to ealvation from sin, and to eternal life. 
In some measura, the d fficulty lies in the fact 
of the new dispensation: the secularizing of priestly 
prerogatives; the making every heart a temple, and 
all worship spiritual. Yet more the diffisulty lies in 
the deeper mysteries of the advancing Onristian life, 
and in those teachings of the Holy Spirit which are 
not to be comprehended without experience. The 
rule of the study of natural science holds good here 
also: the investigation of the works of God 
cannot proceed with books alone; it requires hand- 
ling and practice. Oae can only superficially under- 
stand either the rules of morals or the workings of 
faith, without some experience. Christ began with 
simple precepts of the law, and gradually unfolded 
his teachings, as his life and approaching death 
unfolded the central facts upon which his teachings 
rested. Not till ju-t before his death were uttered 
the wonderful discourses of the Last Sapper, nor were 
these put on record by the earlier evangelists. Not 
till after the ascension, after the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, after years of experience in full Christian 
life with its trials and blessings, was Paul, prince of 
the apostles, inspired to write the theory of the 
Christian salvation. And now, afcer study of Paul's 
theoretical statement, we turn back with wonder to 
the elementary instructions of Carist recorded in. 
the Goepels, and just begin to realize how they bear 
the marks of a master. Carist kaew the whole: 
his utterances were filled with marvelous wisdom. 
Tn the Gospels we saw him first as the author, in the 
Gospels we see him last as the fiaisher, of our faith. 





DON’T STOP STUDYING. 


Many have wondered why the closing exercises of 
the colleges and academies, which have commanded 
so much attention during-the past few weeks, are 
called commencement exercises. Either they are the 
beginning or the ending of the scholastic year. If 
they are the beginning, they are not the closing. 
If they are the ending, why call them the com- 
mencement? Yet paradoxical as the popular desig- 
nation of these exercises may seem, there is a truth 
in it—apart from any dictionary explanation of the 
term—which is well worthy of repeated emphasis 
before all who have had a part in such exercises. 

At our First International Sunday-schoo] Oonven- 


| tion; at Iudianapolis; good Brother Magill from Bel- 
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fast, put the truth with true Irish wit, when he 
- said, just before the adjournment, “ Mr. Ohairman, 
this convention will just have begun when it’s ended, 
and there will be more of it after it’s through with 
than while it’s going on.” And this is the way it 
should be with the echool-life of every boy and girl, 
of every young man or young woman, who has 
gone out this season from any educational institu- 
tion in our land. Their real school-days have just 
begun when they have ended, and there ought to be 
more of them when they are through with, than 
while they were going on. Indeed, the great gain 
of a thorough school-training is not so much a gain 
of knowledge, as a gain of learning how to 
acquire knowledge. The forming of habits of study 
is worth far more to a pupil than the immediate 
results cf all his study during the days of his pupil- 
age. The student who supposes that he has gained 
knowledge enough, during the school-days that pre- 
ceded his graduation, to carry him along for at 


least a little time, has failed to profit even meas-| far- 


urably by his preliminary educational life. If 
he doesn’t study more, and more wisely, after 
leaving school or college than while there, he 
will find that the closing exercises of his student 
days were the commencement of his decline in intel- 
lectual standing, and in practical ability to fill his 
place in the world. The moment a man ceases to 
study he not only ceases to learn, but he begins to 
lose his hold on what he did learn. Continued study 
is essential to the retention as well as to the increase 
of knowledge in every sphere of life. Stagnation 
inevitably causes decay, and is the precursor, if 
not the reality, of death—in the realm of mind as of 
matter. 
There is a great deal, after all, of sound wisdom 
.in the underlying theory of Mr. Squeers’s plan of 
teaching at Dotheboys Hall, notwithstanding it is 
and has been in such sad disrepute. His idea was 
certainly a good one for graduates, if not for scholars 
before they gained their diplomas. He emphasized 
the practical value of school acquirements, and made 
study and toil go hand in hand. His spelling-clase 
had a spell of words and a spell of work. 
“(Q.]-e-a-n, clean, verb, active, to make bright, to 
scour.” “That’sright. Now go and clean them 
winders.” ‘“ B-o-t, bot, t-i-n, tin, bottin, n-e-y, ney, 
bottinney, noun, substantive, a knowledge of plants, 
Now, go and weed in the gardin.” ‘“ When a boy 
in this school knows a thing, he goes and does it.” 
There is no mistake about it, that is the system of 
study which we all have to follow after leaving 
school. That is the kind of learning which we begin 
to attend to when we have done with class recita- 
tions. When we learn a thing we must go and do 
it. When we want to do a thing in the best way, 
we must study afresh about it. In whatever pur- 
suit in life we find ourselves, study isa necessity. No 
professional man can safely reat on past acquisitions, 
If the preacher stops studying, he stops leading and 
impressing. If the lawyer doesn’t have fresh study 
for each fresh case, he will have to study how to 
live without clients. If the doctor fails to keep up 
his medical studies, he will fail to keep up with his 
fellows who do. An editor who lets a week’ go by 
without new study, lets his editorial pages drop in 
the sight of all his readers. The teacher who 
ceases to study ceases at the same time to teach suc- 
cessfully. In no place of trust or employment can 
& man or @ woman make progress or keep at the 
front without study into the principles and the art 
of that occupation. Not even in a life of leisure 
and of pleasure-seeking cam one continue to be 
entertaining in. conversation, or gain or retain 
power in the social circle, without intelligent and 
jadicious study or reading, day by day; and as 
President Porter has said of the most thorough 
and systematic course of reading, “So soon as 
a man is up with the times in his reading, he 
is behind-hand.” This thing haa to be done 
over and over again. It cannot be done once 
for all. There may be repeated commencements 





in course of study; but there is no end of study in 
this life, or inthe life to come. 

Let him. or her, then, who has just passed a 
new) commencement-day, consider the new begin- 
nings of study to which that commencement sum- 
mons the graduate pupil. If study is once ended, 
all that ‘has hitherto been acquired by study 
becomes useless or is utterly lost. It is what you 
are to get to-day or to-morrow, by study, not 
what you got by the study of yesterday or the 
day before, which must settle your standing asa 
scholar, and render effective for good the highest 
and best of all your acquirements, 





IDLE WORDS. 


Some Christians do a great deal of harm without 
being aware of the injury they are working. An 
unwitting sinner is less culpable himself, perhaps, 
than a deliberate offander ; but the evil eff-cts of 
an unperceived sin may be as immediate and as 
reaching as though the sinful act had been pre- 
determined. That part of society which is called 
“the world” looks upon the church with watchful 
eyes, and it has a right to. Sometimes this watch- 
fulness degenerates into mean espionage, which has 
for its sole purpose a malicious desire to catch a 
profeased!y religions man in some act of wrong- 
doing, in order that he may be exposed before his 
friends and enemies. But for this unkindly perse- 
cution, even, the confessor of Christ should be pre- 
pared. His preparation should not only be against 
calumniation ; injustice will in the end punish itself. 
A constant watchfulness should also be extended to 
the little things of life, many of which, though 
seemingly innocent to the doer, have in themselves 
springs of mischief which may give lasting offense, 
and retard the progress of Christ's kingdom as 
effectually as more gross and evident faults. 

Take, for example, the one matter of language. 
Oat of the fullness of the heart the mouth epeaketh. 
Since the hearts of the irreligious—which may mean 
the not-religious as well as the bitterly anti-Chris- 
tian—are filled with anything and everything save 
gospel impulses, their mouths naturally utter the 
first words that come to the tongue. In too many 
ways the Christian is tempted to follow the verbal 
fashions of his fellows. Absolute profanity or 
impropriety *he may indeed shun; but there is a 
vocabulary of words that stand on the border-land, 
and therefore belong to the enemy. This vocabulary 
includes slang expressions ; the whole list of “devii’s 
saws,” as they have been aptly called; and, above 
all, those semi-blasphemous words which are nothing 
save sugar-coated oaths, All these should be watched 
with scrupulous care. They may be heard every- 
where on the streets; they are made the baita for 
applause in public addresses ; and they infest litera- 
ture. Plainly they are none of the Christian's 
property ; but they are not always remanded to their 
proper place. The reading public would be surprised 
to learn how many articles, submitted by religious 
persons to the religious press for publication, espe- 
cially for the children’s column, are disfigured by 
blotches of this sort. The editor must have a keen 
eye who discovers them all before they distil little 
drops of poison into his young readers’ minds. 

Tt ia not necessary to prepare a list of objection- 
able. words; conscience and second thought will 
soon furnish one. If a man, woman, or child tries 
for one whole day to keep a watch over the tongue, 
the second day will surely be purer, and the third 
the purest of the three. There is a possible danger, 
itis true, of prudishness and cant; but, after all, 
the happiest and most spontaneous Christians, those 
around whom is a whole atmosphere of good cheer, 
are those whose talk is the purest. They do not eay, 
“ Good, heavens ;” ‘On my soul;” “I hope to be 
hanged if I don’t.” Nor do they exclaim: “ I've 
had a splendid streak of luck to-day!” A Chris- 
tian never need stand in fear of being called straight- 
laced, because hé carefully avoids such expressions 
as these. 





MERCY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
[Psalm 98.) 
BY WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


Oh, sing to the Lord a new song, 

For the marvelous deeds he hath done !— 
His arm, in the battle how strong! 

Alone hath the victory won. 


He hath his salvation made known, 
His mercy abroad to disclose ; 

His righteousness openly shown 
In the midst of the heathen, his foes, 


His truth and his mercy have been 
For Israel kept and bestowed, 
The ends of the earth all have eeen 
The mighty salvation of God! 


Oh, joyfully sing to the Lord, 
Thou Earth, and ye regions of light! 
And loudly in sweetest accord, 
Rejoicing, in praises unite. 


To the Lord with the harp will we sing— 
With the harp and the psalm rising high ; 
And trampet and cornet, the king 
Shall hear from his throne in the sky. 


The ocean in tempests shall roar, 

And its fullness acknowledge his might ;— 
The world and its dwellers adore, 

And the floods clap their hands with delight. 


Let the hills with rejoicing break forth, 
At the coming of God ; for he stands 
With righteousness judging the earth ;— 

And his truth for his people commands. 





AN ANALYSIS FOR THE STUDY OF 
CHURCH HISTORY. 


BY J, F. HURST, D.D. 


The following analysis for the study of Church History 
is designed as a general guide in this important depart- 
ment of theological study. It may be used with any text- 
book of Church History. 


INTRODUCTION, 


I, The Church: (a) General; (5) Christian. 
II. History of the Christian Church. 

III. Place of Church History in Theological Soience—Order 
of Theological Sciences; (a) Exegetical ; (b) Histori- 
cal; (c) Doctrinal ; (d) Practical. 

IV. Departments of Church History. 

V. Value of Church History. 
VI. Sources, direct and collateral, of Church History. 

VIL. Literature of Church History :— 

. Early Greek Historians. 

. Early Latin Historians. 

. Mediwval Writers. 

. Byzantine Historians (A. D. 500-1500) 

. Historians of the Reformation. 

. Modern Roman Catholic writers. 

. Later Protestant Writers: (a) Confessional and 
Orthodox; (5)  Pietistic; (c) .Rationalistic; 
(d) Liberal Orthodox ; (¢) German Mediatory ; 
(f) Pantheistic, or Tiibingen School; (9) Evan- 
gelical Historians of England and other non- 
German European Countries; (hk) American 
Ecclesiastical Historians. 


IRAP WD H 


PART I. 


Ancient Pzriop. A. D. 30-750 


CHAPTER I.—From Founding of the Church, and His- 
tory of the Apostolic Period, to the Death of the 
Apostle John. A. D. 30-101. 

Sect. 1. The Roman Empire. 

Sect. 2. The Greeks: Their Faith and Culture. 

Sect. 3. The Philosophical Systems. 

Sect. 4. Apostolic Period: General Characteristics. 

Sect. 5. The Apostles and the Scenes of their Labors: 

(a) Peter and Jewish Christianity; (5) Paul and 
Gentile Christianity ; (c) John a the remaining 
Apostles. 

Sect. 6. Internal Constitution and Developnssat of the Apos- 

tolic Church. 

Sect..7. Christian Life and Worship. 


CHAPTER II.—Patristic Age: Persecution and Defense. 
A. D, 101-313, 

Part I. From the Close of Apostolic Period to the end of 
Reign of the Antonines. A. D. 101-180. 

Part II. Growth of Persecuted Church from Emperor Com- 
modas to Constantine’s Edict of Toleration. A. D. 
180-313. 

Sect. 1. Christianity in Relation to the non-(hrigtian world 
(Jewish and Greco-R »man), 

Sect, 2. Propagation of Onristianity, 
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Sect. 3. Christianity in Relation to Judaism, and the Philo- 
sophical Systems of the Orient and O-cident. 

Sect. 4. Ecclesiastical Schisms: (a) Felicissimus; (5) Nova- 

‘ tian; (c) Meletian. 

Sect. 5. Montanistic Reform. 

Sect. 6. Doctrinal Confl.cts in the Church: (a) Eschatology ; 
(5) Trinity. 

Sect. 7. Schools of Christian Thought: (a) Alexandria; 
(b) Ephesus; (c) Antioch; (d) Corinth. 

Sect. 8. Ecclesiaetical Government. 

Sect. 9 Worship and Usages. 

Sect. 10. Literature and Art. 


CHAPTER III.—Church in Union with State; and Age 
of Leo the Great. A. D. 313-590, 
Sect. 1. New Relation of Christianity to the Empire. 


Sect. 2 Toleration under Constantine and his Sons. 

Sect. 3, Final Effort of Paganism for Existence; Julian the 
Apostate, 

Sect. 4 Final Triumph of Christianity in East and West. 

Sect. 5. General Characteristics of the Controversial Age. 

Sect. 6. Controversy on Divinity of Christ (Arianism). 

Sect. 7. Controversy on Person of Christ: (1) Apollinarism ; 


(2) Nestorianism ; (3) Eatychianiem; (a) Mono- 
physites ; (b) Monothelites. 

Sect. 8. Controversy on Manin Ralation to Grace: (1) Pela- 
gianism ; (2) Semi-Pelagianism. 

Sect. 9 Munor Christian Sects, 

Sect 10. Rise and Spread of Monasticism. 

Szct. 11. General Polity of the Church. 

Sect. 12. Papal Primacy. 

Sect. 13. Spread of Christianity. 

Sect 14 Public Worship. 

Sect. 15. Theological Literature. 

Sect. 16. Ezclesiastical Art. 

Sect. 17. Moral Life of the Church. 


CHAPTER IV.—Struggle and Supremacy of Rome.— 
Mohammedanism. A. D. 590-750. 


Sect. 1. Policy of Gregory the Great, 

Sect. 2. Evangelization. 

Sect. 3. The Anglo-Saxon Church. 

Sect. 4. Conversion of the Germans. 

Sect. 5. Conversion of the Frisians. 

Sect. 6. Mohammedanism: (a) Mohammed; (5) Doctrines; 


(c) Conq nests. 

Sect.. 7. Theological Controversies. 

Sect. 8. State of Learning: (a) Greek Church; (5) Latin 
Church. 

Sect. 9 Ralation of Church and State. 

S-ct.10 Christian Worship. 

Ssct. 11. Christian Life and Usager. 

Sect. 12 Close of Ancient Period: Summary of Results. 


PART II. 
MeEpiavaAL Periop. A. D. 750-1517. 


CHAPTER I.—Statement of Periods of Medizval His- 
tory. 
1. From Charlemagne to Papacy of Gregory VII. A.D 
750-1073. 


2. From Papacy of Gregory VII. to Removal of Papal See 
to France. A. D. 1073-1305. 

3 From Removal of Papal See down to the Reformation. 
A. D. 1305-1517. 


CHAPTER II.—General View of the Church in Middle 
Ages. 

CHAPTER III—Charlemagne: His Relation to the 
Church. 

CHAPTER IV.—General Relation of the Civil to the 
Ecclesiastical Authority during the Carlovingian Period. 
CHAPIER V.—Schism between the East and the West, 
CHAPTER VI.—The Paeudo-Isidorean Decretals, 
CHAPTER VII —State of Learning. 
CHAPTER VIII.—Evangelization. 


Sect. 1. Bulgaria (A. D. 813), Sect. 5. Rassia (945). 
Sect. 2. Scandinavia (822). Sect 6. Poland (966). 
Sect. 3. Moravia (819). Sect. 7. Hungary (970). 
Bect 4. Bohemia (925). Sect. 8. Wends (983). 


CHAPTER IX —Crusades: Origin, Progress, Results, 
CHAPTER X.—Mendicant and Preaching Orders. 
CHAPTER XI,—General View of Scholasticism. 
CHAPTER XII.—Decay of the Monastic O.ders. 

OHAPTER XIII —Attempts at Reform. 
Seot. 1. Arnold of Brescia. Sect. 5. Huss and the Huss- 


Sect. 2. Waldenses. ites. 
Sect. 8. Cathari and Albigen Sect. 8. Savonarola and the 
ses, Italien Attempt 
Sect, 4. Wiclif and his follow- at Reform, 
ore, 





CHAPTER XIV.—The Fruitless Councils. 


CHAPTER XV—Position of Political Affairs at the 
Ciose of the Medimval Period, 


Sect. 1. Conflict between Papacy and Princes of the North 
still unsettled. 

Sect. 2. Hopeless Prospects of the Papacy to regain former 
Political Ascendency. 

Sect. 3. Growth of Popular Liberty, and of the Disposition 
of the Individual Conscience to assert itself. 


PART III. 
Tur Moprern Periop. A. D. 1517-1877. 


CHAPTER I. 
1. Introduction to the History ofthe Reformation ; 2. The 
Reformation a line of demarcation; 3 State of the Clergy ; 


4. Germany adapted to the work of reform; 5, The Human- 
iste. 


CHAPTER II.—Luther and the German Roformation. 

I. The Initial Period —1. Ralers of the countries aff-cted 
by the Reformation: Leo. X., Charles V., and Frederick the 
Wise; 2. The man for the emergency; 3. Luther's personal 
career; 4 Opponents of Luther. 

Il. Pericd of Assured Success—1. New s‘age of the Refor- 
mation; 2. Coadjutors and friends of Luther; 3. Measures 
necessary for suppression; 4 Diet at Worms. 

III. The German Reformation on Trial.—1. Internal 
elements of discord; 2. Vagaries in Protestantism; 3. The 
Councils. . 

IV. Person:! Character and Literary Labors of the Ger- 
man Reformers—1. General simplicity in life; 2. Devout 
piety ; 3. Intimate personal relations; 4. Remarkable men- 
tal gifts; 5. Emotional element; 6 Literary fertility. 

V. Theological Resul:s and Adjustments.—1 Prominence of 
exegesis; 2. Historical inquiry; 3. Doctrinal discussions; 
4. Care of souls. 


CHAPTER IIJI.—The Reformation in the Netherlands. 


1. Beginnings of reform; 2. The R:formation in the 
balance; 3. League of the Beggars; 4. Complete triumph. 


CHAPIER IV.—The Reformation in France, 


1. Favorable influences for Protestantism in France; 2 
Spread and organization of Huguenots; 3 Organized per- 
secution; 4 Huguenotic struggle for life; 5 Hopeless efforts. 


CHAPTER V —The Reformation in Switzerland, 
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the German Reformers; 2. Zwingli and his appearance as a 
reformer; 3 Progress of reform in Z1rich and other cantons; 
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Il. French Switzerland—1. Geneva the center of reform; 
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CHAPTER VI.—The Reformation in Great Britain. 
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under Knox; 3. Fruitless conflict in Ireland. 


CHAPIER VII —The Reformation in Italy, 
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CHAPTER VIII.—The Reformation in Spain, 
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work; 4. Inquisition; 5. Results of the persecution ; 
6. Present outlook for a Protestant Spain. 

CHAPTER IX —The Roformation in Scandinavia. 

1. Favorable ir flaences for reform in Scandinavia; 2. Dou- 
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CHAPTER X.—The Roformation in Siavic Lands, 
1. Failure of Protestantiem in Bohemia; 2. Poland gnd 
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CHAPTER Xl.—The Russo-Greek Church. 


I. Development.—1. Rise and growth; 2. Attempts at 
union between Raformers and the Risso Gr-ek Caurch. 

II. Present S atus.—1 Monasticism; 2. Theological educa- 
tion; 3. Condition of the clergy; 4. Sects. 


CHAPTER XII.—*The Order of Jesuits, 


I. General Character—1. Organized attempt to counter- 
act the Reformation; 2. Igaatins L-yola; 3 Ethical creed ; 
4. Historical development; 5. Opposition; 6. S:atistics of 
Jesuitism. 

II. Missions—l. Missionary policy; 2. Missions in 
Europe; 3. Missions to ancient Eastern Churches; 4. East 
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CHAPTER XIIIl—Arminian Controversy and 
Synod of Dort. 
1. Antecedents; 2. James Arminius; 3. Controversy 


after the death of Arminins; 4. Political phase of the con- 
troversy ; 5 Synod of Dort; 6. Milder measures. 


CHAPT£ER XIV.—Spener and Pietism. 


1. Needs of the day; 2. Spener; 3. Frarcke and the 
Halle University; 4. Antagonism to Pietism; 5. Vagaries 
of Pietism. 


CHAPTER XV.—English Deism. 


1, Antecedents; 2. Principles; 3 Early school; 4 Evan- 
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come. 
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Eighteenth Century. 

1. Results of the former period; 2 The status at the out. 
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CHAPTER XVII.—Continuance of Persecution and the 

Reaction of Tolerance. 
1. Voltaire as the champion of tolerance; 2. The Toggen- 


burg war; 3. Strifes in Germany and Poland ; 4. The Salz- 
burg exile. 


CHAPTER XVIII.—Religion in Germany. 


1. French models; 2. Frederic Wilhelm I.; 3. Wolf and 
his philosophy; 4. Hymnists of the eighteenth century. 
CHAPTER XIX.—Eng'ish Deism and French Naturalism. 
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Deistical school; 3. Voltaire; 4, Rousseau. 

CHAPTER XX.—Frederiék the Great in Relation to 
Raligion. 

1. Frederick a réactionary character; 2 Relation to the 
Freneh skeptics ; 3. Ridicule of Pietism; 4. General skeptical 
inflaence. 

CHAPTER XXI—German Rationalism. 


I:—1. Sporadic skeptical tendencies; 2. Direct sources; 
3. Founders: Semler and Lessing; 4. Agents for the com- 
munication of rationalism; 5 General principles. 

II.—1. Sway throughout the country; 2. Rationalism in 
relation to philosophy; 3. Transition in Theology; 4. New 
lease of rationalistic life; 5. The apologetic school. 


CHAPTER XXII.—The Moravian Brethren, 

1. Prelimioary history; 2. Organization by Zinzendorf ; 
3. Doctrines; 4. Propagation. 

CHAPTER XXIII —Weeley and British Methodism. 

1. Stafe of England 1700-17£0; 2. The Wesleys at Oxford; 
3. Inauguration of the new movement; 4. Development to 
the death of Wesley; 5. Missions to America. 

CHAPTER XXIV.—Swedenborg and his System. 


1. The spiritualistic tendency in the eighteenth century ; 
2 Emanuel Swedenborg; 3. The system; 4. Later history 
and present status. 


CHAPTER XXV.—Herder in Relation to his Times, 
1. The new period; 2. Herder a representative of the 


‘new period; 3 Herder's opinions. 


CHAPTER XXVI.—Pailosophy and Theology. 

1. Long pause in philosophy; 2. The new period; 
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1, The old methods; 2, The protest; 3. The German 
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CHAPTERS XXIX.-XXXVII. 
(Topics for Development ) 
I. The French Revolution and its Relation to Theology 
and Religion in Europe. 
II. The Tractarian Movement in England. 
ILI. The Disruption of the Scotch Church. 
. The Protestant Mission: Field. 
. Oid Catholicism. 
VI. Present Condition of Church Parties in England. 
VIL. Religion and Literature in England. 
VIII. The Present S:atus of British Theology. 
IX. Apologetics in Earope and America. 


PART IV. 
Toe AMERICAN CuuRcH. 


CHAPTER I.—Colonial Religious Life. 
1. Relation of the Colonies to the mother Countries; 
2. Pereecution in Europe; 3, Religious life daring the Revo- 
lution; 4. The clergy during the Revolution. : 


CHAPTER II.—The New American Church. 


1. Great spiritual prostration at beginning of national 
period; 2. Chief denominations; 3. Recognition of religion 
in the Constitution; 4. Denominational life without Euro- 
pean precedents. 


CHAPTER IITI.—The Chief Religious Bodies. 

1. Congregationalists; 2. Reformed (Dutch) Church in 
America; 3. Baptiste; 4. Lutherans; 5. Presbyterians; 
6. Reformed (German) Church in the United States; 7. Meth- 
odists; 8. Roman Catholics. 


CHAPTER IV.—Evangelism in the United States, 

1. Needs of. the new populations; 2. Freedmen and 
Indians; 3. The four revival periods; 4. The religious 
press. 

CHAPTER V.—American Theology. 

1. The robust type of European theology in its best days; 
2. Practical cast; 3. The four theological periods; 4. The 
Unitarian leaders; 5. Characteristics of American theology ; 
6. The great theological future of the American Church. 








HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 


OHAPTER XXV. 


It is with deep joy and gratitude that Happy received 
a letter from Julia recounting her new experience and 
avowing her change of feeling “ Daar Miss Happy,” the 

_ closing sentence ran, “I don’t believe I ever should have 
been a Curistian if you had not been our teacher. You 
don’t know how I thank you for all you have said to me, 
and for being so good yourself it made me want to be 
good too.” The tears came to Happy’s eyes as she read 
this: she felt, indeed, that Julia overrated her; but with 
this first impulse of humility came also the quick giving 
of thanks that she had been helped to bear witness to the 
power of God in the life of his humblest servant. It 
gave her strength to go on, and courage to endure, to 
know thet two of her dear girls were at last gathered 
into her Master's service, and she prayed more and more 
earnestly for the reat. 

This summer her little school increased greatly. Maria 
Packard drew in some of her girl-friends to help her sing, 
and Happy managed to persuade them to stay to a B.ble- 
class which Madam Holden consented to teach. Many of 
these brought in their brothers and sisters for the sake of 
a place to keep them quiet an hour or two, and Happy 
appealed to Mr. Fox to find her more teachers. He laid 
the case before the Sunday-school one morning, and soon 
had volunteers enough. The idea seemed to take root 
thoroughly: a mission-school had long been wanted in 
Canterbury, and the cotton-mills lately established there 
added to the need. Before this summer was over, the 
room Madame Holden had hired for them became too 
crowded; and they moved into the upper floor of the 
Adirondac Mill, whose owner, Mr. Hart, was a member 
of Mr. Payson’s church, and offered them this accommo- 
dation till they could get a better. The contributions of 
the church Sunday-school were now turned into this 
channel, so that proper farniture was obtained, with 
hyma-books and a small library; and Mr. Hart’s son, a 
young man studying for the ministry, was put in as 
superintendent. 

To a person less humble and simple than Happy there 
would have been some pain in seeing the whole thing, 
which she had begun and cherished so long, taken so 














entirely out of her hands; for thcugh she had still a 
large class, that was but an item. But she only rejoiced 


to see the work grow so fast and so strongly; for like |: 


many a little seed that barely germinates at first, and 
pushes two small leaflets feebly from the earth, struggling 
for life in the chill storms of spring, but presently, taking 
root under ground, and gathering strength from the earth 
that feeds it, springs up and branches mightily; so this 
good foundation had begun suddenly to branch and grow 
far beyond her thought. She did not appreciate this as 
yet, or notice how often she was consulted as to the 
management and organization of the school, for Happy 
was a8 unselfish as a child of God should be, and had but 
one idea in this matter,—that the very best work she 
could do was the right work for the place. Sne had never 
forgotten Mr, Payson’s sermon about seeking and saving 
the lost: it had been at once a stimulus and a help to her 
ever since. Now, as her class increased, she visited them 
at their homes as she found time; and many a poor 
woman blessed the gentle face and kind!y word that lit 
up their wretched tenements now and then, though a few 
repulsed and sneered at her. But these visits revealed to 
Happy a new phase of life. Her innocent eyes were 
opened to depths of sin and misery she had never 
dreamed of; she met with girls of her own age old and 
hardened in vice, and shrunk with horror from the spec- 
tacle; but still the voice of her Master sounded in her 
heart “to seek and save that which was lost.” This was 
his work: it must, therefore, be hers, however she 
dreaded it or however she failed ; and she found very soon 
that no work is more discouraging than the conflict with 
poverty and sin together, no life more difficult to set 
right than one that is cankered with jealousy and har- 
dened by want; for she found in this class so much 
hatred and suspicion of those who were better off than 
themselves, so much bitterness of feeling toward: their 
superiors, such distrust of kindness, such scorn of pitv, 
such angry disdain of help, eontradictorily mingled with 
such greed in accepting it, that over and over her heart 
sunk within her, and but for a higher help than nature 
afforded she would soon have despaired and left the field. 
As it was, after long hearing the words of such hopeless 
and faithless suffering and sin as she encountered here, 
her own faith began sometimes to shake. She went in to 
Miss Lavinia one afternoon, after a tour among the 
homes of her scholars, looking so pale and tired that the 
old lady was disturbed about her. 


“Set right down in the rocker, Happy, and take a drink 
o’ tea; you come jest in time. I was kinder tired myself; 
I'd lopped down onto the sofy, when I happened to think 
I'd hev tea early, and now I’m glad on’t. What hev you 
ben a doin’, child?” 

“On! only visiting some of the folks in Horn Lane and 
Waterville, Aunt Vinny.” 

“Only! Well! I guess that’s enough. ’Tain’t an over 
clever place to go to anyway, and I guess you be tired.” 

“*Tisn’t all tire, aunty; I’m so puzzled. I can’t see 
into it.” 

“See into what?” 

“Why, people’s being so poor and bad.” 

“T dono as anybody asked of ye to see into it,” dryly 
replied Aunt Lavinia. 

“No, I suppose not,—but I can’t help wondering. If 
being poor made them any better, why, that would be 
another thing; but it only seems to make them more and 
more hateful and mean and disagreeable every way.” 

“Well?” 


“And—aunty—somehow I don’t see how or why the 
Lord does put folks into such places where it seems as if 
they couldn’t help being bad if they tried.” 

Miss Lavinia leaned back inher chair and looked sharply 
at Happy. 


“Tf you’ve got so’t you can’t understand the Lord’s 
ways, Happilony, mebbe you'd better stop. Folks that 
try dippin’ up the sea into a pint cup, don’t usually make 
itout. Why, child, what be you a doin’? Stop an’ 
think a minnit. Didn’t the Lord make ’em? and don’t 
you expect he’s goin’ to care for’em? If you can’t see 
why, that don’t make no difference with him. Wa’n’t 
Jesus Christ so poor he hadn’t even a tenement-house to 
cover him? and what do these creturs want to complain 
of? Don’t you try to find out the Lord by searchin,’ 
Happy. Job did that for quite a spell, and it wa’n’t no 
use to him, You preach the gospel to ’em, and let him 
that fetched the gospel tura their. hearts to take it in 
But you mind what I say, Happilony. Of all the 
onprofiiable, presumptoous, foolish things a human cretur 
can do, there ain’t none hike tryin’ to measure God's ways 
by yourn. The B:ble don’t give you no encuragement 
to do it, nor common sense neither; and you may say, 
and it’s real reliable, that if one does it, t’other will. You 





jest do what you find to do, an’ do it with your might, 
and the Lord’ll do his part, no mistake.” 

Homely ss the words were, they restored the balance 
to Happy’s troubled mind. She kept thereafter to her 
own province, and to'd the story of Christ the poor 
man in such a heartfelt way that more than one hungry 
soul laid hold of the manna and fed thereon. 


It was here that Heppy found her place in life a great 
help to her. To know that she was working ‘or her daily 
bread, and that in # position many of those she visited, 
with the false and fatal pride so common to poverty, and 
so degrading, would have scorned to take, was so much in 
her favor with them; and being poor herself gave a 
weight to her inflaence with them, and enabled her to 
set forth the work of Him who for our sakes became poor, 
with a convincing power that belongs only to sympathy 
and experience, She partly understood this, and in her 
heart thanked her dear, dead mother for the judic'ous 
choice of labor that had been so good for her and others. 
But she was to have one more and greater proof that the 
choice was blessed. 

One of her girls, a cousin of Pauline Lagré, came to 
school one afternoon with red eyes; evidently from crying. 
Happy kept her after the class was over, and gently per- 
suaded her to say what troubled her. The girl burst into 
a passion of sobbing, as she said: 

“ My sister's a dyin’; she come home from York real 
sick last week; doctor says she can’t never get well.” 
And here tears and sobs choked her. 

“ Would you like to have me come and see her, Katy?” 
said Happy. 

The girl’s face brightened. “I wish’t you would; 
she’s orful bad; she don’t say much, but she coughs all 
night, most times,” 

So before the week was over, finding Mrs, Payson was 
going out to spend the day, taking baby with her, Happy 
asked leave to take the afternoon for her school visiting, 
and went first to Katy Parker’s home in Horn Lane. It 
was a tenement on the second floor of a small house, 
Happy had been there before, but now she found a new 
inmate in the sitting-room, curled up in a little cot-bed; 
a girl with a wan, childish face, haggard as from age, 
short dark hair, wild restless eyes, and a burning spot on 
either sallow cheek; a wrecked life, a polluted soul, 
beyond Happy’s knowledge, but from its outward signs 
touching her quick sympathy. The girl hid her face, as 
Happy looked at her, with a quick giggle, as if ashamed 
of her shame, but she neither looked up nor spoke; her 
mother, a fat, whining woman, rocked to and fro in her 
chair and wiped her eyes on a red handkerchief, but said 
little about Mary’s illness, being voluble enough as to 
their wants and resources Happy could do nothing; 
her heart sank then, and failed ber again and egain in 
the after visits she made, to find how hopeless a task lay 
before her. The girl seemed to have no scu!—no heart— 
to touch; she was as indiffsrent to fear, or pity, or desire 
for good, as a doll might have been; she liked the delica- 
cies Mrs. Holden and Mrs. Payson sent her, was greedy 
for flowers and pictures, begged for candy and sweet- 
meats with piti‘ul eagerness, but seemed to have no 
thought beyond the hour. Earnestly, tearfully, Happy 
talked to her, but soul and body had been so iong degraded 
and defiled that the immortal spark seemed deadened 
with the dying body. Happy could not understand it; 
but she learned one lesson over again when at last she 
picked out by degrees poor Mary’s story. She had been 
put into a factory at, thirteen years old, Tne work was 
hard, her food insufficient, her mother a selfish woman, 
with no sense of duty and no great affection for the sickly, 
cross girl, whose wages scantily fed and clothed her. 
Temptation had come in the child’s way at a time when 
the mill shut down for a few weeks, and her place was 
filled, when it resumed operations, by an older and better 
hand; unwelcome at home, hungry as only a growing 
girl can be, knowing nothing good to teach or restrain 
her, she went into a saloon as waiter-girl, where her 
bright eyes, saucy tongue, and quick handinees msde her 
acceptable, It is not needfal to detail’ her career, she 
went from bad to worse, from deep to depth, and lay here 
at twenty-two an awful homily on the wickedness and 
neglect of those around her, and her own weakness. 
When at last she died, expressing no hope for the future, 
leaving no hope with those who had hoped and prayed for 
her, beyond what they might gather from her resolve if ever 
she got well again to be “a better girl, and not go out nights,” 
Happy thanked God on her knees for her mother. But 
for her, she too might have been driven to the straits that 
had ruined Mary, and perhaps been ruined too. Sheshud- 
dered as she recalled the story of that old divine, who, 
seeing @ man pass to the gallows, cried out: “There I go 
—but for the grace of God,” and she resolved to work more 
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and pray with greater fervor and frequency for the poor, 
whose needs she now had measured more truly than ever 
Mary Parker had taught her both pity and charity; and 
Horn Lane owed more to the outcast in her death than 
ever they had given to her life, though, with the kindli- 
ness the poor so often show to each other in emergency, 
the neighbors had done their best to help and comfort 
Katy and her mother. 

Mary is no ideal. Under another name she long since 
lived and died, and her memory has been a lesson of pain 
and profit both to the mission school teacher who watched 
her go down to death as darkly ignorant and careless as 
the beasts that perish, to all human appearance, 

Katy seemed sobered and impressed by her sister’s 
death, but no defiaite result followed. She gave Happy 
no trouble in the class, and was always glad to see her at 
other times. The seed was sown 1n tears and pain; but it 
gave no sign of germination as yet, and Happy had learned 
to wait. She could count Julia and Mary now as mem- 
bers of the household of faith. She perceived that Helen 
Sands was growing more serious and unselfish to a 
marked degree; and Adelaide Palmer and Ruth Holden 
she could pray for, and did, daily. 

Oat of her little class had sprung, as out of the mus- 
tard-seed, a branching tree. Jack Gladding and Nan 
were grown into helpful, trustworthy members of the 
school. Jack now removed to Mr. Hart’s own class and 
exerting a good influence, the result of Huppy’s training, 
on all the other boys; and Nan, still with her, matured 
into a clean, loving, obedient little girl, an aid and com- 
fort to her teacher,who looked back often with amused recol- 
lection to the first day she had seen the two children,— 
the day when her mother came home from nursing Ann to 
find them tied to the bed-post, while Happy was almost 
crying in despair and disgust at their very bad behavior. 
She wished her mother could see them now. Futile 
wish! but how many of us in our longing for the dear 
eyes and tender speech of the dead would not forget that 
they are happier and better far not to know even the best 
joys of this world? Why shouid we, how can we desire 
to disturb, for our own blessing, that peace of God which 
passeth understanding,—the peace of death ? 
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FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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WILLIE’S BABY, 
BY LOU BURNEY. 


Willie was a little, friendiess, homeless lad when he 
came into our family ; mother, with her big heart, insist- 
ing on keeping him because he was friendless and home- 
less. But he was bright, and we found he was good and 
gentle, and so, as the years went by, he was the same as 
one of us. Mother had never had a son of her own; only 
a lot cf us girls (of whom I was the eldest), and she 
leaned upon Willie more and mere as he grew up, Iu 
fact, we all did by this time,—faithful, steadfast, gentle 
Willie. 

.How strange it was, when at last, a tall, brown young 
map, our Willie brought a wife home to the old place! 
and when, a8 time went on, God sent a-baby! I stop 
here to think, Was there ever in all this world, before 
or since, such a baby! Never to me, I know, and I 
always loved babies. Mother and the girls were half 
beside themselves, I remember. At least their letters 
showed it, if any letters ever did. For, poor me! I was 
away from home at this “time of all times,” as Sister 
Mattie called it. I had been ailing a good while, and 
had finally gone to a distant health institute, I did not 
grow well so quickly as I had hoped, and the dcctors 
kept me. How I did fret and chafe! A baby at home! 
— Wilhe's baby! I used to sit in my silent room at the 
water-cure, and try to imagine it all, and it did seem hard 
that I shou!d be shut away, 

Well, Wiliie’s baby was a big white boy several months 
old when I saw him first. He “took to” me at once. It 
was love at first sight for both of us, I am sure; for, the 
moment I caught sight of the little face with the broad 
white forehead, the bit of a mouth with its dimples, and 
the blue eyes, dark, deep, and 80 gravely sweet, I felt my 
heart bound, and I stretched out my arms to him. And 
he? The baby eyes regarded me steadily for a second, 
and then the quiet little face of a sudden grew warm and 
bright all over with sweet, sweet longing, and the little 
arms tossed nervous and eager in answer to mine, The 
darling! I took him then to my heart, once and forever. 
After that, I always felt somehow that he was mine. He 
loved his mother all his life, as any one could see; but 
even from those earliest baby-days he turned to me for a 


different, a sweeter love and sympathy than any other 





cruld give him. His careful mother washed, dressed, and 
fed the little body; but I always felt that I, more than 
any other, had the keeping of the baby soul, It sounds 
queerly enough now to put it into words, but it all 
seemed to come about so naturally then that none of us 
thought especially of it, 

How time flies! I am an old woman now, but it 
seems only last week that Willie’s baby was hanging 
between life and death with the fever. Those were dread- 
ful days, We all crept about the house, sooner or later 
meeting around buby’s crib; for we could none of us 
work, and we could not rest. Oh! to see the little 
creature toss and moan, and throw up his tiny hands, the 
fever burning out his little life so fast, so fast! 

Though always easily tended, no one could soothe my 
baby as I could. Not Willie, not his loving young 
mother. Not grandma, even, and he was the well- 
beloved; she had no other grandchild. How well I 
remember the night when the “turning-point” came! 
For hours we had hung over him. At last, worn out in 
body and soul, I went to my own room and sunk into my 
big arm-chair. 
when there came a rap upon my door. It waa Sister 
Kate. ‘You must come back, Lou,” she said, hurriedly. 
“None of us can do anything. I do believe he misses 
you. He is reaching, reaching, all the time, and he turns 
away from even Willie and Aggie.” 

My steps were soft and quick, you may be sure. I bent 
low over him. “ Did you want me, darling?” He roused 
at sound of my voice, and with the giaddest baby wel- 
come you ever heard, he tried to raise himself toward me. 
I had never been particularly religious, but now I suddenly 
found my heart going up to God. I lifted my baby upon 
some pillows, and laid him upon the outer edge of the bed, 
and knelt down—close. WhatI whispered tomy Father 
in heaven, what promises I made him concerning my own 
hfe and the future of Willie’s baby, if he would but spare 
him, I never have told to any one until now, only to the 
baby himself. When he was old enough to understand, I 
told him. 

I took pillows and baby into my arms and sat down. 
He had stopped moaning at first sight of me, and now he 
lay still across my Jap with the lids drawn over the big 
bright eyes. And soon he slept. He slept on my lap 
there for hours, I dared not move a finger, lest I should 
wake him, and my limbs got cold and stiff, and prickled 
all over. 

But when at last he opened his eyes, we knew our 
baby was given back to us—ah! given back tome I knew, 
in answer to my prayer. But that was a secret between 
God andme. The beautiful blue eyes were once more 
dark and clear, and a moisture had come upon his fore- 
head and in his neck, under the little double chin, The 
hot little hands, too, had grown cool and moist, as well as 
the little feet. 

Bearing always in mind the covenant I had entered 
into, is it strange that, as he grew older, I should wish to 
see the feet of Willie’s baby turned into a path where he 
might be “about his Father’s business.” On! it wasa 
sweet, deep comfort I had in those days, for my little boy 
was so gentle. He went hand in hand with his “ Mamma 
Lou.” His little thoughts and tastes all seemed to follow 
mine, It daily made the covenant seem so real to me, 


When he was old enough, I took him to church with 
me one Sunday. It was a great event to him. A little 
while after we got home I found my boy out in the wocd- 
shed mounted upon a big dry-goods box “ preaching ” to the 
chickens, They saw so much of him during the week 
that they had no notion of being afraid of him on Sun- 
day ; and there they were, a lot of them, buried in the 
dirt before him, dusting themselves at ease as he talked. 
[ only heard his cloting exhortation: ‘ Chitens! chitens! 
I teli ye, be dood, be dood!” ; 

And yet Willie's baby was not always so nice. As he 
grew older, didn’t he have naughty times? No: my boy 
was not an angel. He was only a flesh-and-blood little 
boy with a big, generous heart and a hot temper such as 
I've noticed almost everybody has that is good for any- 
thing in this world. But still he was wonderfully loving 
and wonderfully gentle. 
because he was brought up so—“ with all women folks.” 

But, bad or good, all through his little-boy days he 
“preached” a great deal. He found what he called a 
“ congation”” among the chickens, the pigs, and the sheep, 
—poor things! They, being so timid, never seemed to 
enjoy his sermons much. Sometimes he had visitors; 
then he always inflicted a sermon or two upon them. He 
was quite ambitious as to a pulpit; as to height, I mean. 
Those of the last century would have suited him exactly ; 
for he chose the top of the pig-pen, the shed roof, and, as 
he grew bigger, the straw-stack, I remember he slid off 


I do not know how long I had been there’ 


Grandma always said ‘twas’ 





once, and frightened us all, and scratched his little legs 
and arme dread ‘ully, 

At last, when he was about ten years old, the big boys 
at school set to work to “laugh him out of it.” I did 
not know whether they had done well or ill.: He was so 
conscientious, and yet so sensitive, that I had feared and 
dreaded this very thing Now I never had mach of what 
they call “tact.” I never could “ manage” folks and things 
like some do. I used to make some dreadful blunders in my 
young days, trying to; but afier I got religion I never had 
any more trouble with people. When I wanted anything 
smoothed off, I always asked the Lord to doit for me, So 
now I went to him with this, And one night when 
Willie's baby bounded into my room, and threw himself 
on his knees beside me, and buried his damp, curly head 
in my lap, I knew what was coming. 

“Mamma Lou, it isn’t wrong for a litile boy to 
preach ?” 

“No, dear.” 

“Nor'it isn’t anything to be ashamed of ?” 

“Certainly not, my boy. It’s nothing at all, only very 
funny |” 

“But I like to, so much,” said he. 

“Well, preach away then, all you want to,” said I, 
pleasantly. 

“But how can 1? the boys at school laugh at me so!” 

“Well, you can preach at home then, surely; in the 
house, perhaps, on rainy days when you can’t play out, 
and when the boys won’t see you ” 

A look of disgust slowly spread over the young face. 
“TI guess I ain’t a sneak like that, Mamma Lou, and I 
wont preach so, if I never preach any more! ” 

“ Well, dear, let’s not make too great a matter of it. 
You can preach all you want to, when you area man, you 
know, if you should feel like it then.” 

A few moments we were both silent, and then a warm 
cheek was laid to mine, and a very serious voice whis- 
pered, ‘Mamma Lou, do you suppose I'll feel like it 
then ?” ; 

My heart thrilled through and through. ‘I hope so, 
my dear,” I said, and I put both my arms around him 
with the tears dropping. My own boy! My gift from God! 
And then I told him, 

When he was fourteen we sent him to town to the 
graded schools, He was quick and ready with his books ; 
but I gathered that he missed the restraining home influ- 
ence, I believe his big, soft heart was always all right; 
but my duckling had now taken to the water, and I could 
no longer follow him. I, an elderly woman, must sit at 
home, while he, young and bright and strong, went out 
into the world. I, who had always known everything 
about him, knew so much now as I might win him to tell 
me—no more, Oh, that was very hard! I could only pray 
for him while he was gone, and be tender with him when 
he came, But I have long grown to think this was 
enough, \ 

My memory fails me on small points during these later 
years. But I know that Willie’s baby went off to 
college, and I remember Willie himself worrying over 
the big bills he sent home, “He was getting wild, he 
would break all our hearts.” But his Mamma Lou's faith 
in and for him never once failed, J knew what stuff was 
in him, you see. 

And then came that awful war! My boy went, of 
course! Impetuous and brave, I could not keep him. 
But oh! you can think, maybe, how the “sword pierced 
through my soul” when I yielded him up. 

But this, this was good for him, It steadied and 
sobered him. Those battle-fields mede him think, 

When the war was over, and Willie’s baby, without so 
much as a scratch or a scar from all the battles in which 
he had fought, was given back to me a second time, I 
seemed to be waiting for something. 

Finally it came, One evening—it might almost have 
been that other night come again—my boy (»rown and 
bearded now) knelt down at my knee and laid his head in 
my lap. ‘ Mamma Lou, do you remember how much I 
used to preach when I was a little boy?” 

I smiled tenderly down upon him, Ah! who should 
remember so well as I? 

“You dear Mamma Lou! Should you be glad or 
sorry if I should teil you that I have come to feel that 1 
must do the very same thing over again?” 

“Oh, I should be glad! so glad, my Willie! You know 
I would! ” 

I am getting shaky and old, and have not felt able to 
go out to church for a good while; but last Sunday they 
wrapped me up and lifted me into the carriage, and took me 
to hear—thank God!—a real sermon preached from a real 
pulpit ina real church by “ Willie’s baby,”—my baby, 
my own covenant-child, 
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LESSON 3, SUNDAY, JULY 21, 1878. 
Title: MINISTRY @F JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


GOLDEN TEXT: For HESHALL BE GREAT IN THE S™HHT OF THE 
LORD, AND SHALL DRINK NEITHER WINE NOR STRONG DRINK.— 
Tuke 1:15. 


Lesson Topic: The Messiah made Known, 


tes 1. The Human Witness, v. 15-20. 
Outline : { 2. The D.vine Witness, v. 21, 22. 


HOME READINGS. 


Mondsy, July 15: Luke 3: 15-22 The Messiah made known. 
Tuesday, July 16: Mal 4-1-6. The predicted messenger. 
Wednesday July 17: Luke 1: 5-20. The angelic messenger. 
Thursday July 18 Luke 1: 5766. The birth of John 
Friday, July 19 Luke 1: 67-80 The song of praise. 
Saturday, July 20 John 1 1928 The voice in the wilderness. 
Sunday, July 21: John 1: 2934. The voice from heaven. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Luke 3: 15 22.) 
15. And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused 
-in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ or not; 

16. John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latcbet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 

17. Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he 
will burn with fire unquenchable, 

18, And many other things in his exhortation preached he 
unto the people. 

19. But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Hero- 
dias his brother Puilip’s wife, and for al the evils which Herod 
had done, 

20 Added yet this above all that he shut up Jobn in prison. 

21. Now when all the people were b:ptized, it came to pass, 
that Jvsus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened. 

22. And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape ‘ike a 
dove upon him, and a voice came frem heaven, which said, Thou 
art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Luke 3: 15. In expectation.——Then came the Jews 
round about him, and said unto him. How long dost thou make 
us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. John 
10! 24. 


Masred... of John.——And this is the record of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but con- 
fessed, I am not the Christ. John 1: 19 20°——Ye yourselves 
bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ; but that I am 
sent before him. John 3: 28. 


v.16. LTindeed baptize.——I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance. Matt 3: 11——I indeed have baptized 
you with water. Mark 1: 8——John answered them, saying, 
I baptize with water. John 1: 26——And I knew him not; but 
he that sent me to baptize with water the same said unto me, 
Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining 
on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
John 1: 83 ——John truly baptized with water. Acts 1: 5—— 
Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, J. hn 
indeed baptized with water: but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. Acts 11: 16——Then said Paul, John verily bap- 
tized with the baptism of repentance. Acts 19: 4. 


He shall baptize.——I will poar out my spirit unto you 
Prov 1: 23——Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on 
high. Isa.32: 15——I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring. Isa 44- 3 ——I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flush... . And also upon the servants, and 
upon the haudmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit. Joel 
2: 28, 29.——Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted 
and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. Acts 2: 33. 
——While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on 
all them which heard the word. Ac's 10: 44——And as I 
began to speak, the Moly Ghost fell on them, as on us at the 





beginning. Acts 11: 15.——For by one Spirit we are all bap- 
tized into one body. 1Cor.12: 13. 

With fire.——When the Lord... shall have purged the 
blood of Jerusalem from the midst th>reof by the epirit of judg- 
ment, and by the spirit of burning, Isa,4: 4——And I will 
bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. Zech. 13: 9. 
—But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shal) 
stand when he appeareth? for he és like a refiuer’s fire, and like 
fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he shall parify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver. Mal 3: 2,3 And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like of as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. Acts 2; 3. 


v.17. Fan.——And I will fan them with a fan in the gates 
of the land. Jer.15: 7. Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
garner; bat he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
Matt 3: 12. 


Gather the wheat.——He shall gather them as the sheaves 
into the floor, Micah 4: 12.——Let buth grow together until the 
harvest; and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers 
Gother ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn. Matt. 13: 30. 


The chaff he will burn ——The ungodly ... are like 
the chaff which the wind driveth away. Psa.1: 4. Thou 
shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger; the 
Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour 
them. Psa. 21: 9.——Aad if thy hand offend thee, cut it off; 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched. 
Mark 9: 43. 


v.20. Added yet this.——He that reproveth a scorner 
gotteth to himself shame; and he that rebuketh a wicked man 
getteth himself a blot. Prov. 9: 7.——A scorner loveth not one 
that reproveth him. Prov,J5: 12——John had heard in the 
prison the works of Christ, Matt. 11 : 2.——Herod had laid hold 
on John, and bound him, and put Aim in prison for Herodias’ 
sake, his brother Philip’s wife. For John said unto him, It is not 
lawful fur thee to have her, Mait. 14: 3, 4——Who both 
killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have perse- 
cited us. 1 Tooss.2: 15 For they have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets. Rev. 16: 6. 


V. 21. Jesus... praying.——And it came to pass 
about an eight days afier these sayings, he took Peter and John 
and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. And as he 
prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his rai- 
ment was white and glistering Luke 9: 28, 29-——Now is my 
soul troubled; and what shail I say? Father, save me from this 
hour; but for this cause came I tothis hour. John 12: 27. 


The heaven was op+ ned,——aAnd, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice from heaven, saying. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Matt 3. 
16, 17———And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens opened, and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon 
him: and there came a voice from heaven, soy ng, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Mark 1: 10, 11-—— 
And John bare record, saying. I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, andit abode upon him. John1l: 32. 

v.22. My beloved Son.——Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee. Psa 2: 7-——Behold my servant, whom 
I uphold; mine elect in whom my soul delighteth. Isa. 42: 1 
——Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in 
whom my soul is well pleased. Matt 12: 18——While he yet 
spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold a 
voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. Matt, 17 : 5-———The king 
dom of his dear Son. Col. 1: 13 For he received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came such a vcice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we beard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 2 Peter 1:17, 18. 




















LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REY, GEORGE A. PELTZ, 


After the incident of the childhood of Jesus furnished in 
the last lesson, he sinks from public view for some eighteen 
years, when he reappears seeking baptism at the hands of 
John. The Scriptures give three views only of the events 
of this period; the first in Luke 2: 51, 52, the closing verses 
of the last lesson; the second in the fact that he 1s called a 
carpenter (Mark 6: 3), and another in the mention of his 
custom of attending the synagogue on the Sabbath day 
(Luke 4: 16). His humble life, his laborious activity, and 
his devout habit, are indicated in these references. Tradi- 
tion has flooded us with incidents of Jesus’ early life, but 
these are worthless and absurd. 

When the time drew near for manifesting Jesus to Israel 
as the Messiah, John the Baptist appeared as his forerunner 
and herald. The early life of John was spent “in the 
deserts,” till his tims to come forth arrived (Luke 1: 80). 
A clue tothe lessons he learned there is found in John 
1:33. The “deserts” were the wilderness of Judea. Here 
John passed his time in rigorous self-denial and religious 
meditation. His garb when he began his public ministry 
c uld but remind the observers of Elijah (compare Matt. 
3: 4,and 2 Kings 1:8). From John’s direct and important 
connection with the work of Christ, Mark relates his 





ministry under the heading, “The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Corist, the Son of God” (Mark 1: 1). 

The scene of John’s ministry was the vicinity of the 
Jordan. The wilderness of Judea (Matt. 3: 1), Bethabara 
(John 1: 28), and “ Enon, near to Salim" (John 3: 23), are 
mentioned as the particular places of his work. The first- 
named was perhaps at the lower ford of the Jordan, near 
Jericho; the second was farther up the river at the upper 
ford; and the third was still farther north, being located, in 
all probability, two miles west of the Jordan, and eight 
miles south of Scythopolis: 

When John’s ministry began, the Jews were chefing for 
the first time under the governorship of a Roman procurator. 
The scepter had departed from Judah; and under Roman 
patronage, the lower class of Jews lent themeelves to extor- 
tion from their kinsmen, by accepting the office of publi- 
cans, or tax-gatherers. Dissatisfaction with the state of 
public affairs was widespread and deep. 

The date when John began his ministry is fixed precisely 
in Luke 3:1, 2. Tae “fifteenth year " of the reign of 
Tiberius here denotes the year from his association with 
Augustus in joint rale of the Roman Empire, which was the 
year of Rome 780, and A. D. 12. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. 0, KENDRICK, DD., LL.D. 


Between the preceding and the present lesson lies a wide 
interval. That left us with the boy Jesus at Nazareth, at 
the age of twelve; the present finds him a full-grown man, 
about the age of thirty. How this long interval was passed 
in his hamble home the Scripture gives us no information. 
It was marked, no doubt, by all befitting deeds on his part, 
both of passive and active goodness, yet probably with few 
or no miraculous exhibitions, pointing out the future 
Messiah. A clear line separated his earlier from his official 
bietory ; though a discerning and careful eye, like that of 
his mother, could scarcely fail to find many foreshadowings 
of his future career. As his reputed father, Joseph, never 
reappears, we may assume it as probable that he was dead 
on the opening of our Lord’s ministry. 

Meantime the political changes had been very consider- 
able. Herod the (treat, who had held the sovereignty of 
Palestine, a cruel but vigorous and able ruler had died 
shortly after the Saviour's birth, leaving one son, Archelaus, 
Ethnarch of Judea and Samaria, and another son, Herod 
Antipas, Tetrarch of Galijee. The latter was still in office — 
@ raler weak, unscrupulous, cunning and cruel. Archelaus 
had held his government for ten years, and being then 
deposed and banished to Vienne in G.ul, was succeeded by 
a series of procurators. Of these, Pontius Pilate the sixth 
was now in office, having been appointed in 25-26 A. D., and 
in the twelfth year of the reign of Tiberius. Pulate, there- 
fore, and Herod Antipas, were the chief subordinate Jewish 
rulers under the supreme dominion of Rome during the 
lfe of our Lord. In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius appears now, in the desert of Judea, John the 
Baptist, the preacher of repentance and reformation, baptiz- 
ing his converts in the river Jordan, and, by turning the 
people unto the Lord, preparing the way for the greater 
preacher and prophet that was to follow him. He wrought, 
indeeed, no miracles; yet such was the power of his preach- 
ing, and so extraordinary his personality, that vast numbers 
flocked to his baptism; many regarded themselves as his 
disciples, and were prepared to look with jealousy upon the 
greater One before whom their teacher’s g'ory and impor- 
tance were to wane and diminish. See the interesting pas- 
sage, John 3, 22-32. 

PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 

(15.) And while the people were in expectation, 
and all were reasoning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether, perchance, he might be himself the Curist, (16) 
John answered, saying unto them all, “I indeed baptize you 
with (or in) water; but there cometh he that is mightier 
than I, of whom I am not worthy to loose the latchet of his 
sandals; he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire: 
(17) whose winnowing-shovel is in his hand to cleanse 
thoroughly his threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into 
his stcre-house, but to burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. (18.) With many and various exhortations, there- 
fore, he uttered the glad tidings to the people. (19.) But 
Herod, the tetrarch, being repeatedly rebuked by him 
respecting Herodias, the wife of his brother, and reepecting 
all the evil things which Herod had done, (20.) adied also 
this unto them all: he shut up Jobn in prison. (21) And 
it came to pass as all the people were baptized, that Jesus 
also being baptized, and in act of praying, the heaven was 
opened. (22) And the Holy Spirit in bodily form as a 
dove descended upon him, and a voice came out of heaven: 
Thou art my beloved Son, in thee am I well pleased, 


NOTES. 

Verse 15 — Were in expectation: looking with eager inter- 
est for what was to follow ; partly awaiting the appearance 
of him whom his preaching hera!ded, and partly because of 
the majestic dignity of his person and the force of his preach- 
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ing.— Reasoning in thetr hearts: that is, revolving in their 
thoughts the question whether he were not himself the Messiah 
whom he proclaimed. Their ideas of the Messiah were, of, 
course, vague; many might easily suppose that this was he. 

Verse 16.—Answered them all. He answered partly to 
the questions which they directly asked, partly to the con- 
jectures and expressions of opinion which he knew were 
afloat among them. He made this definite reply to the depu- 
ties of the Jewish Sanhedrim, who, as guardians of the 
national religion, put to him the direct question (John 1: 
19, 20), and doubtless on other and all befitting occasions 
made the same explicit denial. John 3: 28 shows how he 
had had (probably repeated) occasion to give this teatimony 
regarding himeelf, and how faithfully he had rendered it. 
He was the herald: Christ was the monarch that followed 
(34.); he was the “son of the bridechamber,” the “ friend of 
the bridegroom:” Ohrist was the bridegroom himself.— 
I indeed baptize you. He contrasts their baptiems: His was 
simply with (as the material) or in (as the place) water; it 
was outward and symbolical. It had in itself no efficacy. 
—But there cometh (with emphasis on “ cometh") he that is 
mightier, im that he can perform all that I only promise; he 
can establish the kingdom which I only announce; he can 
give the reality of that baptism, which my water-rite only 
symbolizes; he will give the inward, efficacious, spiritual 
baptiem, which is wrought by the Holy Ghost, and whose 
highest symbol is the purifying element of fire. I believe 
that both here and in Matt. 3: 11, “ fire” is not to be taken 
as the baptism of damnation, but as an added description of the 
baptiem of the Spirit. In describing the contrast of Christ's 
baptism to his own in power and efficacy, it seems unnatural 
to turn aside to the idea of the punishment of the lost. The 
single point is the contrast, in efficacy, of the two baptisms. 
That he should connect “ fire” with the baptism of the Spirit 
(although itself but a material element) is natural, consider- 
ing its intensely efficacious and purifying property. So the 
immediate symbol of the miraculous apostolic baptism of 
the Spirit was fire (Acts 2:3). The Baptist’s hwmility 
appears in the strongest light. He declares himself unfit to 
perform even the lowest menial office for his great successor, 
even that of carrying his sandals, or loosing the Jlatchet, or 
strap, by which the wooden or leather shoe that protected the 
sole of the foot was bound upon the foot. To perform this 
office was a menial service. To be unfit even for this, marks 
the very humblest condition. 

Verse 17. The harvests of the East were collected upon 
a large circular area of ground, trodden hard, and thus ured 
asa threshing floor. After the threshing and partial sepa- 
rating of the straw from the grain, it was finally taken up 
in a scoop or winnowing shovel, and tossed into the air, that 
all the lighter particles of chaff might be blown away. 
Thus, says John, will the coming harvester cleanse his spirit- 
ual threshing-floor. This, in the narrower sense, is the Jew- 
ish nation: in the broader sense it is the “field of the 
world,” the entire region to which he extends his redemp- 
tive agency. His work is not that of more salvation, of 
undiscriminating mercy. The saving process is accompanied 
and followed by the judicial. In fact, the richer the bene- 
fits proffered, the heavier the judgment attending their final 
rejection. The wheat consists of his believing and obedient 
people: the chof' is the impenitent rejectors of the proffered 
salvation. They arethe “sheep” and the “goats” of the 
parable of the final judgment (Matt, 25: 31 et seq). The 
“garner” or “store-house” is at once a state and a place— 
all that we popularly mean by “heaven.” The “ unquench- 
able fire” symbolizes, apparently, final and utter destruc- 
tion. If it referred to anything material, it would denote 
cessation of existence: in respect to that which is immate- 
rial and essentiaily vital, it denotes the loss of all that which 
can make existence a blessing. The death of the body is 
annihilation or dissolution; the death of the soul is depri- 
vation and wretchedness. 

Verses 18, 19.—The evangelist intimates that he but gives 
us a sample of John’s teachings: many of his utterances, as 
of thore of Christ, remained unrecorded.—But Herod the 
tetrarch. The writer, not proposing to recur to the history 
of John, here briefly notices, by way of anticipation (as 
Matthew, chapter 14, relates retrospectively) his subsequent 
imprisonment by Herod. It in fact occurred not only after 
the Lord’s baptism and temptation, but after his return to 
Galilee from the Jordan (John 1: 44), his subsequent visit 
to Jerusalem (John 2: 13), and his stay of several months 
in Judea, in the vicinity of the Jordan (Jobn 3; 22-24). It 
preceded, however, his second return to Galilee (comp. Matt. 
4:12and John 4:1). Herod, unprincipled and licentious, 
had taken Herodias, the beautiful and equally unprincipled 
wife of his brother Philip, and was living with her in unlaw- 
fal connection. For this as for his other sins, the stern Baptist 
rebuked him. Herod, impenitent and wrathful (not daring on 
account of John’s popularity, to proceed to extremities), 
threw him into prison, and subsequently, in execution of a 
rash and foolish vow, wickedly beheaded him (see Matthew, 
chapter 14). John was imprisoned in the fortress of Mact era, 





Verse 21.— When all the people. Hyperbolical, for a very 


large portion of them. See Matt. 3:5. “ All Jerusalem and 
Judea, and all the region about the Jordan.” Christ did not 
make his appearance until a very large number had been 
baptized.—Jesus being beptized, and being in the act of praying. 
Luke agrees with Matthew in representing, the following 
miracle as taking place after the baptism. But Luke adds 
what Matthew omits, that Jesus was in prayer when it 
occurred, From Matthew and John, however, we learn 
what Luke omits, that it took place in the sightof John, 
and as his voucher for the divine mission of the person 
whom he had baptized. Compare Matt. 3: 16, “he 
(i.e. John) saw,” and John 1: 32. The “praying” was, 
therefore, probably a brief utterance of supplication and 
thankegiving to God, following immediately upon his ascent 
from the water.— The heaven was opened. Mark says (1: 10), 
with his usual energy of expression, “was split or cleft 
asunder.” The description, of course, is phenomenal, It 
appeared so to the eye. Here the image is purely physical, 
as in Acts 7: 56. In John 1: 52, “the heaven standing 
open” denotes figuratively the abiding and unobstructed 
intercourse between the Son of man on earth, and the 
heavenly powers and influences with which he stood in 
connection. : 

Verse 22.—All the evangelists represent the Holy Spirit 
descending as a dove,—Luke alone adds in a bodily form. 
None of them declares expressly that the bodily form was 
that of a dove. The comparison might simply denote the 
gentle, gliding motion, as that of adove. But, according to 
all, there was an appearance, something that John saw, 
something whose motion was doye-like. According to Luke 
there was a bodily form, and it seems to me that, beyond any 
reasonable doubt, the bodily form was that of a dove: a 
beautiful symbol of gentleness and innocence. And the 
Spirit whose baptism was to be one of fiery purgation, yet 
first appears in the likeness of a dove, just as the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah appears (Rev. 14: 1) as a lamb.—A voice 
out of heaven. A divine utterance, audible evidently to John; 
to no other, probably, but Jesus.— My beloved Son. Jesus was 
@ man, and this was the critical event of his life. The voice 
of his Father must have been most welcome and assuring 
to him, and inspiring him with strength for the messianic 
career upon which he now entered, and for that close grapple 
with the great enemy which was just at hand.—ZJn thee I 
delight, or, am well pleased. The Greek tense seems to imply 
that he fixed his good pleasure upon him at the time of his 
incarnation. But it undoubtedly implies God's approval of 
him through all his subsequent career. He was at the 
outset God’s beloved Son, and, baving come under law, had 
falfilled perfectly every obligation. He could say thus far, 
as he cculd say at the end: “I have glorified thee on 
earth.” 

Jesus came to the baptism not strictly as the Messiah, but 
as any ordinary believjng Jew, to fulfill a divinely enjoined 
obligation. God took the occasion for setting him formally 
apart, putting his divine seal upon him, and anointing 
him by the special and abiding gift of the Spirit, for his great 
redeeming work. Hitherto he was Jesus: now he was the 
Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah. The baptism, 
which, though a less developed institution, had yet been 
appointed of God, and had a special reference to him, and in 
the observance of which he had been so signally favored, 
he adopted, and—imbued with a still deeper significance as 
retrospective instead of prospective, as looking back to the 
buried and risen Christ, instead of looking forward to the 
coming Christ—he instituted and enjoined as the perma- 
nent ordinance of the church, John’s baptism of repentance 
and reformation became the church’s baptism of faith and 
spiritual consecration. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


The people werein expectation (v.15). If it were not for expec- 
tation there would belittle comfort in living. From child- 
hood to old age, whatever a person has he is looking forward 
in the hope for something better, or he is expecting a con- 
tinuance of the best things he now enjoys. A child in 
school expects recess or vacation to relieve the pressure of 
his studies. A business man expects a competency to enable 
him, by and by, to rest from hard work. One who is in 
trouble or sorrow, who is misrepresented, or misunderstood, 
who is mortified or grieved, would be crushed by his burden if 
he had no expectation of better things. The youth expects 
to be happier in manhood. The man expects to improve as 
he grows older. Even he who is dying is either in expecta- 
tion of a gain from death, or he isin despair. Remember, you 
who preach or teach, or who exert an influence by your 
example, that wherever you are, and whoever are about 
you, the people who hear and watch you are in expectation 
and longing. See to it that they are not disappointed as 
they look to you for lead or instraction. 

All men mused in their hearts, ... whether he were the 
Ovrist or not. There is a universal longing in the 
hearts of men for a Christ; for One sent of God to comfort 
men andto sayethem, Not all are ready to welcome the 





Christ, to. serve and to trust him; but all want. @ Christ. 
There are times when the strongest man feels his weakness, 
when the purest is conscious of imperfections, when the 
most highly favored longs for more than earth can give, 
when the proudest and most self-sufficient soul is ready to 
cry aloud for help from heaven. And all the way along 
threugh life men are musing in their hearts whether this or 
that gift of God is the Christ or not—is the power to satisfy 
and to save. Can wealth give security? Can exalted sta- 
tion? Can human friendship or human love satisfy? Can 
morality or self-sacrifice win heaven? Is this the Christ or 
not? This question is an all-important one. So is the answer 
to it. 

John answered ... One mightier than I cometh (v. 16): 
John the Baptist preached repentance. There was no 
salvation in that. He told men to quit sinning, but that 
wouldn’t secure the forgiveness of the sins they had com- 
mitted. John had no power to save—to save either others 
or himself. Unless one mightier than he came, to follow up 
his work, and to make good his deficiencies, his mission was 
a failure. Indeed, the greatest work of John the Baptist, and 
the best, was in showing his own insufficiency, and in point- 
ing to “the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
the world!” Let no man think that he can do more 
than John the Baptist did. Preaching about Jesus doesn't 
save the regular attendants at the most orthodox church. 
Teaching about Jesus doesn’t save the scholars in the best 
conducted Sunday-school. Living like Jesus in the house- 
hold doesn’t save a boy oragirl in any Christian family. 
Unless One mightier than preacher, or teacher, or parent 
comes after these favored workers in the field of God, there 
is no salvation to the little ones or the larger, who have 
the loving ministry of the purest and the best of men. 
‘** Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 


He... will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff 
he will burn (v.17). Chaff and wheat are found together in 
this life; but they are not to be together in the next. 
Heaven would be no heaven if all the evil of this world 
were emptied into it. One of its chief glories is the fact that 
God's enemies are shut out from it. What a man is here, 
settles the question where he is to be hereafter. If he isa 
trusting disciple of the Lord Jesus,—proving his faith 
by his works,—he is counted with the wheat, and will be 
gathered into God's garner-house in heaven. If he isa 
lover of himself, living for himself, and refusing to serve 
Jesus or to be saved by Jesus, he is counted as chaff, and 
his place is the fire. 


And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto 
the people (vy. 18). John wasn’t always saying over the same 
thing to his hearers. The central truth of his preaching 
was as important as any truth; but he preached many other 
truths than the central one—although none which were at 
variance with that. Time was as precious to John as to any 
other preacher, but he didn’t count time wasted while he was 
giving variety to his putting of God’s many truths. No man 
preaches any one phase of truth effectively who preaches 
only one phase of truth. ‘“ Would you urge the scholars to 
comé to Jesus, with every lesson?” asked a teacher of Ralph 
Wells, at one time. ‘“ Not by saying over ‘Come to Jesus,’ 
with every lesson,” was the sensible reply. ‘‘ The best way 
of preaching,” said an old and successful pastor, “is to 
preach every way.” See to it that you are no more monoto- 
nous in your preaching than was John the Baptist. He was 
a model preacher in his day. 


Herod . . . being reproved by him . .. for all the evils which 
Herod had done, . . . shut up John in prison (vs. 19, 20). 
Men rarely enjoy a preacher who reproves them for all the 
évil which they have done. They are willing that he should 
preach against qvil in general, and that he should point out 
other men's special sins. They will even consent that he 
should declare against some sins of which they are guilty. 
But when he strikes at their peculiar and favorite trans- 
gression, and reproves them for that, they “wish he would 
preach the gospel, and not be meddling with things which 
don't concern him.” If it is gambling, or rum-selling, or 
rum-drinking, or cheating in trade, or lying, or living an 
impure life, or misusing trust funds, or rawing or using 
tobacco, or their pet sin, whatever it may be, that he strikes 
at vigorously, 80 that they feel the force of his blows, they 
would like to get him out of that pulpit, and if they had 
Herod’s power they wouldn’t object to getiing bim into 
prison. John the Baptist wasn’t the last man to be hated 
for reproving men plainly for their particular sins. 


Jesus . . . being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened (v. 21). It was while Jesus was performing special 
religious duties that he had a special blessing from heaven. 
He did not think that baptism was an unmeaning ceremony. 
He didn’t say that he could do just as well, and be just as 
good, outside of the church fold, outside of the baptized flock, 
as inside. He wanted baptism, and he sought it. Neither 
did he feel that he could get along without prayer. He 
prayed, and he had answers to prayer. Who shall say that 
he or she has less need of baptism, less need of prayer, than 
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Jesus Christ? If one wants to have the heavens opened, 
and to hear the voice of God in words of approval and cheer, 
let him at least be faithful in conforming to the ordinances 
of God, and earnest and constant in prayer for God's blessing. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Never use a word which children do not understand, with- 
out explaining its meaning. Begin with the name of this 
leeson, and the word “ ministry.” Perbaps, if you ask, you 
may get some original ideas as to the word “ minister ” and 
ministry ; but make it plain that it means service, help, aid; 
and a minister, one who serves, a helper. Our story to-day 
is of the work of John the Baptist. Scholars old enough to 
read will have made themselves familiar with the history of 
John the Baptist; but for the little ones it will be best to 
give a brief story of John’s life, and how he served or min- 
istered to Jerus Christ. 

Who was John? His father was an old priest who served 
in the temple, and his mother was a cousin of Mary the 
mother of Jecus, Before John was born, an angel told his 
father about him in our golden text of to-day, and that he 
should call his name John, which means,“ Mercy of the 
Lord.” He was a few months older than Jesus Christ 
Nearly four hundred years before he was born, a prophet 
said a messenger should come to prepare the way of the 
Lord. Seven hundred years before, Isaiah had written 
about the voice of one crying “in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord.” It was the custom, when a king 
traveled through the country, for a messenger to go before 
him, shou'‘irg, “ The king cometh,” so that everybody would 
be ready to see and welcome him. Sometimes they had to 
clear the way, to cut down trees, to roll away stones, to 
make rugh places emooth, to make a wide, straight path 
for the chariots and the great company to come with the 
king. 

Jobn hed lived in the dererts most of his life, he wore a 
mantle or cloak of coarse camel's hair cloth, and he went 
back and forth through the deserts and the open country of 
Juiea, preaching. How did John preach? He cried 
“Repent ye, for the kingdom of God is at hand” Many 
people went out from the cities to hear him, and they did 
repent, and were baptized by John in the river Jordan. 

Can you tell what it is to. repent as we learned in our 
lesson about Manasseh ? 


nein 


Many people heard the voice in the wildernevs, as John 
preached of repentance and salvation, and some began to 
think that he was the Promised One of whom the prophete 
had written. They asked John himself about it. Sze how 
humble his answer was; he did not want any praise org'ory 


which belonged to another. “No!” hegaid, “I baptize you | 


with water; bat one is coming, so great and mighty that 1 
am not worthy even to ualoose the latchet of his shoes.” It 
was the work of servants to unfasten the shoes or sandals, 
and wash the feet of their master and of honored guests; 
but John did not think himself worthy to do even that for 
Jesus. Explain sandals, how worn and fastened. Perhaps 
the clars have leeson papers with euch a picture, or you can 
get and copy one on the blackboard. 

John said,“ I baptize you with water, he shall baptiz« 
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Jesus himself was 
once talking to some of John’s disciples, and he raid, “ This 
is he of whom it is written, I send my messenger before thy 


“face.” You see that part of John’s ministry was to be a 


messenger for Christ. 

What did J.hn dof He baptized so many that he is 
always called John the Baptist. Oae day when he had been 
bapt zing many, as he stood by the river Jordan, Jesus 
came to him to be baptized by him. Waat had John said he 
was not worthy to do for Christ? He at first was not will- 
ing, for he said, ‘I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou tome?’ Jesus said, ‘ Suffer it to be so now,” 
and John obeyed him. 

Jesus had never sinned. As a child, a young man, a son, & 
friend; he had never spoken one wrong word or done one 
sinful act. He had spent all those years working patiently 
and quietly, busy, thoughtiul, loving, yet without sin; he 
did not need to be baptized as a sign that he was forgiven 
and his sins washed away, for he had no sins of his own; 
but he had come to bear the sins of the whole world, and to 
be an example for us, and so he was baptizsd, as he told 
John, * To iuifill all righteousness.” 

He was thirty years old, ready to begin his work before 
the world as a Saviour. just as old as the priests when they 
began to offer up sacrifices for the sins of the people. 

While John was baptizing Jesus, he was praying, and the 
Father God in heaven listening and looking on in love. In 
whore sight does our golden text say John should be great? 
No other service done for Jesus was ever so honored, for 
God himeelf set his seal upon it. The heavens opened, and 
the Holy Spirit came down like a dove, and rested upon 
Jesus in a bodily shape. A voice came from heaven which 





said, “Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleased.” 

Whose voice was that? God was there at the bap- 
tism at the river Jordan, the Holy God, three in one: 
God the Father speaking, Jeeus the Son praying, and the 
Holy Spirit resting upon him. Did you ever notice the 
words that are said when any one is baptized? In whose 
name is it done? Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the same 
three in one God, present when the beloved Son was 
baptized. Perhaps you may think best to tell of the same 
words spoken on the Mount of Tranefiguration. Review 


Ahe former lessons on Jesus’ birth, and the one scene of his 


boyhood, and question upon the scene of his baptism. 

What was Jecus doing when the heavens opened? If the 
Son of God prayed, do not we need to pray too? As we 
have no other lesson on John the Baptist, and it is here 
mentioned that Herod had “ shut up John in prison,” it will 
be best to tell of his faithfal, fearless work, why he offended 
Herod, tell of the prison, the king’s oath, the feast, the 
dancing girl, and the murder of the faithful preacher. There 
is fo much which might be given in connection with this 
paseage, the danger is in attempting too much. If you say 
anything of the place,so many memories come up it will 
be hard to seléct. By questioning, some of the children will 
show what they remember in connection with the Jordan 
and its banks. Do not talk about so much else as to make 
less distinct John’s humble, faithful service, and Jesus pray- 
ing. 

Try to impress, and leave the real and beautiful picture,— 
Jeeus the ceatral figure, standing with bowed head under 
the shadowing Spirit, drops of water glistening on the fore- 
head that was afterwards preesed by the crown of thorrs; 
doing honor to him were the remembered and fuifi led words 
of prophets, the service of John, the voice of the Father, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. The same Father who spoke in 
the opened heavens is well pleased when even one child 
begins to love his Son, for “ there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth;” for the cake of his Son we have 
forgiveness of sin, for we are told that all who repent and 
believe in Christ are ‘accepted in the belaved.” Every 
little child who truly loves Jerus, and, like him, is often 
praying, may be sure that the Holy Spirit will come into 
such a heart, and dwell with brooding love, making that 
heart pure, gentle, and meek, and as innocent as a dove. 
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AMONG AMONG 
W ELCOMED? C AST OUT? 
Mi APPY? H OPFLESS? 


THE E XALTED? 
A CCEPTED? 
T RUSTFUL? 


THE A BASED? 
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THEN — NOW 
THE HEAVENS 
WERE WILL BE 
OPENED; 
The Holy Ghost descended ; The Holy Spirit given; 


The voice was heard ; 


The promise fulfi.led ; 


IN ANSWER TO 
JESUS’ YOUR 
PRAYER. 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
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One matter about John the Baptist is worth mentioning 


here, in order to get a fairer view of the general subject. 


embraced in the title of our lesson, though it is not directly 
touched upon in the lesson text itself; and though, further- 
more, the oriental quality of the matter is not so evident to 
one who has not read the Septuagint. In Matthew 17: 11, 
speaking of John the Baptist, our Eng'ish version renders 








adapted the language of the Septuagint to his purpose, in the 
Greek original. The word “ restore,” in Matthew, stands for 


the same thing as the word “turn,” in Malachi. The Greek 


scholar will immediately see that in this light the true mean- 
ing of the clause in Matthew is: “Ehas truly shall firet 
come and restore all;” that is, do all his restoring, or finish 
his prophesied work of restoration. With this in mind, the 
English reader will cease to be puzzled with the phrase 
“restore all. things;” will see that Jesus made a direct 
allusion to Malachi’s prophecy; and will also see the fine 
fitness of the word “truly” in the verse above cited. The 
two passages together thus throw a flood of light on the 
peculiar character of John’s ministry, and on those particu- 
lar teachings of John which were selected to be recorded in 
the several Gospels. 

“The latchet of whose shoes” means “the thong (or 
leather string) of whose shoes.” Of course the reference is 
to the string of a sandal, and not to a modern shoe, either 
oriental or occidental. There is hardly a Sunday-achool 
scholar that does not know what a sandal was, namely, a 
leather sole, fastened on the foot by leather strings. .Thed ffer- 
ent styles may be seen in almost any book of antiquities, Greek 
or Roman. Frequently, almost always, indeed, one of the 
strings passed between the great toe and the one next toit. In 
older times, the shoes of some nations had pieces around the 
heel; but there was hardly any substitute for the upper 
leather of the fore-part of the shoe. Complicated straps often 
nearly covered the foot, with the leg a little way above the 
ankle, especially in the caee of certain sandals worn by 
military men and actors in the theatres. Modern oriental 
shoes give no light on the question. These last are of various 
styles: Most common for men is a slipper with the toe 
somewhat recurved and pointed; for women, a wooden 
shoe called ‘‘ cob-cobs,” which is a flat sole with a high piece 
underneath at the heel, and another at the ball of the foot, 
which two pieces are all that touch the ground. These 
cob cobs serve a double purpose: they make a short woman 
appear tall, being often a foot high; and they are con- 
venient to walk in the wet with. They are not very tidy 
things. They havea single transverse strap over the top 
near the toe, through which the foot is thrust, and they 
shuffie and clatter, and make it very difficult for a woman 
to go down hill. Little girls, however, can run very fast 
with the clattering, shuffling things. 

The fan and the threshing-floor are described over and 
over again in works of B.ble illustration, and need scarcely 
be mentioned here. But the fan is not a fan in our sense; 
it ita broad. shovel with which the grain is thrown up to 
the breeze, so that the wind may carry off the lighter 
chaff while the heavier grain sinks down clean. The thresh- 
ing-flvor is usually a circular area of beaten earth, sur- 
rounded by a low bank, very much like the ring prepared 
for a modern circus exhibition. Into this the cut grain is 
put, straw and all, and beasts are driven around, drawing 
a sledge like a Yankee “ stune-boat, the bottom of which is 
thickly stutded with flint-stones. Thus the straw and ears 
are bruised and cut, and the grain separated. The bruised 
or broken straw and intermingled chaff are the tebn which 
serves, as in ancient times, for fodder. Thus the tebn is both 
the “chaff which the wind driveth away,” as well as the 
“straw” for the camels of Abraham’s servant, when he went 
after Rebekah. The grain, when it comes to market, is not 
of the cleanest; it contains some straw moreels, as well as 
quite a noticeable quantity of grit and earth. It ie usually 
farther cleansed on the premises of every grain merchant, 
by means of a hand-sieve, before it comes to the retail cus- 
tomer who is at all fastidious. Consequently the retail 
grain-merchant usually keeps a number of fowls about his 
premises ; and that is where a well-informed buyer will go 
to purchase fowls for his table, if he has not time to buy 
them some days before his feast in order to fatten them, 
The dirt about the grain-seller’s premises is also a favorite 
place for privileged donkeys to go to eke out their scanty 
fodder. 

In Cyprus one will scarcely see any improvement on the 
ancient agricultural implements, from the old R man 
aratra (plow) to the threshing sledge and winnowing- 
shovel: The writer has never seen the alén or alonia 
(threshing floor) of old times so well exemplified elsewhere. 
But in Palestine and Syria he has now and then seen a real 
Yankee fanning-mill, and a real, civilized plow. Usually, 
however, the plow is of the old pattern, which a man 
carries to the field on his shoulder in the morning, and back 
at night. 

Just here it is worthy of note that John’s declaration 
that Jesus would “ thoroughly purge his floor” had what 
might pass for a symbolic literal fulfillment in Jesus’ purg- 
ing the temple of the traders, where once was the literal 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 

“In prison,” in verse 20, means not a place of punirh- 


Ment, but a place where accused persons were confined. 


Jesus’ words thus: “ Elias truly shall first come and restore | The place of this prison is still known with tolerable cer- 


all things.” 


shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the , of Macherus. 
The statement that the ‘ Holy Ghost descended in bodily 


heart of the children to their fathers,” we see that Jesus 


Now on looking at Malachi4: 6,“ And he tainty, on the east side of the Dead Sea. 


It was the castle 





: 
a 
Ks 


Ain waes 


ste eh EA RR SR ia Bit 





























- 


July 6, 1878.) 


—_ ee = 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





425 














shape like a dove” strictly means that the Holy Ghost 
descended like a dove, in bodily st ape,” whether the shape 
were like adove or not. The descending was that which 
was like a dove. This remark is not made to contradict the 
general impression abcut the sbhepe of the appearance, but 
to state what the strict meaning is of the paseage in Luke 
Doves in the East, we may add, aré frequently provided 
with rings about the feet, which contributes greatly to the 
music of their rushing through the air as they rise or 
descend. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Tor MeEssIAH MADE KNOwN.—The first missionaries that 
went to Greeniand, Moravians, were self-denying, faithful 
mon, who took their lives in their hands, and braved the 
dangors of cold, starvation, and the hostility of a barbarous 
people. They labored faithfully to make God known to 
the Greenlanders, but not at first in all his fullness. They 
felt it necessary to make their hearers understand thor- 
oughly their state under the law before presenting the 
gospel. Bat they met with little euccess. The people did 
not want to learn about the God of the Europeans, if he 
was so hard towards the sinners: they could hope for noth- 
ing good from him. Yet the faithful missionaries toiled on, 
in circumstances that would have discouraged many 
modern mission board and many a modern laborer in the 
mission field. Ten long years of exposure, labor, and cold 
passed away, without a single convert; not the first one 
turned from heatheniem to the true God. At last one of the 
band was out on a hunting expedition with one of the 
natives, and began to tell of the man Jesus, of the God-man 
Jesus Christ, who came from heaven to earth to go about 
doing gocd and telling good tidings, to suffer and die for 
sinners. ‘‘Oh, how good man! Why did you never tell 
me that before?” And his tears came, and he listened 
farther, and soon embraced the Saviour Jesus. Now Green- 
land is redeemed, a country behind none in loving Christian 
grace and morals. When the Messiah was made known, 
the power of death and sin was broken. 

Many readers are old enough to remember the accounts of 
the wonderful outpouring of the Spirit in the Nestorian 
Mission, which immediately followed certain deep and feel 
ing presentations of the cruc fied Son of man, and how 
nearly all the scholars of the mission schools appeared to be 
converted to God at the presentation of the Messiah cut off. 
The power of the gospel, the power of God unto salvation, 
is the making known of the Messiah. 

Toe Human Wityess—With every great discovery it 
seems to be God's plan to provide some human witnees to 
demonstrate it- Men see the power of God in the ava- 
lanche, the cataract, the thunder-storm, the volcano, the 
earthquake; bat still the light of nature is to most of man- 
kind a sealed book so far as regards being wise unto salva- 
tion. Cicero wrote his powerful second book of his treatise 
“Ona the Nature of the Gods,” and since then multitudes 
have seen the goodness and mercy, as well as the know’edge, 
the wisdom, and the power of God. S»crates, Plato, Epic- 
tetus, and Marcus Aurelius, made known through their 
observations, writings, and sayings, many things about the 
unity and other necessary qualities of God, and the things 
which must be necessary to salvation; about the good 
reception which a good man must meet, and the judgment a 
bad man must meet, at the hands of Gud. Pilato reasoned 
out that mankind must have a teacher sent from God, in 
order to become perfectly instructed in the way of life 
But all that these philosophers saw lay open in the realm 
of nature to the common view of all mankind: yet it needed 
the illumined human witness to declare what was seen in 
the things that are made, namely, “ even his eternal power 
and Godhead.” 

Yet the human witnesses for the Messiah come are not 
lacking. How can weexplain Savonarola, raised up in the 
midet of the insincere Italians in a corrupt age to declare 
more clearly the doctrines cf the Messiah? Who taught 
him? Let the one who has not the time to be an historic 
student read George Eliot’s * Rom la,” see the power of this 
human witness, and say whether he was not Messiah's 
human witness. So was Luther Messiah's witness to the 
Germans; Wickliffe to the English; as were Whitefield, 
Wesley, Nettleton, Finney, and Moody to succeeding genera- 
tious. Each was raised up in the spirit and power of Elias 
—nor were they wanting in like passions with us. Yet from 
the vast m:j ‘rity of us in this one thing they differed: they 
saw and testified. 

Tne Divine Wirsess.—Under the reign of a wicked 
queen in Madagascar, people of different tribes, speaking 
different languages, who had become converted to Chris- 
tianity, were sca:tered by persecution, and widely removed 
from their several homes. When they met together, their 
only medium of communication was by resort to their New 
Testaments. ‘Those of one tribe would point outa passage 
in their book, which those of the other would again find in 
theirs, in a diffsrent language. Thus they were not only 
able to converse together, to the great comfort and cheer of 





both, but they found that the same Spirit had given like 
witness to the heart of each that the saving Messiah had 
come to each of them. Often has this experience been 
repeated in substance, between people of remotest parts of 
earth, of languages, climates, government, and degrees of 
civilization as widely diverse as can be. The wituess of the 
Spirit has rested on each Christian heart so that he can 
recognize the presence and work of the Messiah in all cor- 
ners of the earth. In comparison with this never-varying 


testimony, even the divine testimony of miracles is not 
greater. 


THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD. 


(From The Bible Educator.] 


When first our Lord approached the Jordan there was a 
recognition by the Baptist of his majesty, like that which 
thirty years previously, had accompanied the salutation ot 
the Virgin (Luke 1: 44)—something which convinced St 
John of his own unworthiness, and which led him to shrink 
from baptizing with water one who had come to baptize 
with the Holy Ghost; but it was not until after the baptism 
in the Jordan that the crowning attestation was given of the 
Messiahship, and that the Baptist was not only led to 
acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth as the Sun of the living God, 
but also to point his disciples to him as “the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John i. 29). - 

The exact correspondence of the history, as thus under- 
stood, with the Jewish tradition, as expounded in the “ D.a- 
logue of Jastin Martyr with Trypho,” is too remarkable to 
be overlooked. “Christ” (says Trypho) “1s unknown, nor 
does he as yet know himself... until Elias coming shall 
have anoinied him, and made him manifest to ail.’ 

The first official words of Carist, “ Suffer it to be so now, 
for thus it becometh us to fulfill ali righteousness,” are 
words the full import of which a volume could not explain, 
and which eternity alone can unfold. Its fuil tempora) 
meaning must be given to the adverb “now,” as denoting 
that John’s acknowledgment of inferiority was weil 

poended, and that Christ’s superiority would afterwards be 
lsniayed. 

N ot milk the plural pronoun “us” be overlooked ; inas- 
much as it is the key to the whole of our Lord’s coming 
both “ by water and blood,” not only “in the likeness o: 
og flesh,” but as one who condescended to be ‘ made sin 
or us.” 

And inasmuch as the baptism of John was indeed “ from 
heaven,” and not “of men,” therefore it behooved him who 
came to bring in an everlasting righteousness for men, and 
to iulfiil all righteousness in his own person, in order “ that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him,” to sub- 
mit himself to the baptism of water, who was about to 
baptize us with the baptiem of the Spirit—not that be might 
obtain cleansing from it, but that he might :mpart cleansing 
to us. 

The time appointed by the Father for the manifestation 
of the Son had now come, and he who was ever well pleased 
in his beloved Son, preclaimed that good pleasure in a voice 
from heaven, which voice was heard by the Baptist, and o: 
which he bare record to his dieciples. 

In a virible form the Holy Spirit then descended upon 
Jeeus of Nazareth; the dove a: the embiem cf purity (and, 
like ihe jamb, having a sscrificial import), being the out- 
ward f.rm selected to denote the anointing of the Redeemer 
fr his appointed work. 

It was thus that the resemblance between the appoint- 
ment and consecration of the typical and of the true I-rael 
was sustained ; aud as the one was “ baptized unto Mosts ’ 
in the Red Sea, sanctified in the wilderness of Sinai, and, 
in the peraon of their representatives, the priests (after they 
had, as a nation, renounced the priest y character), 
anointed for their high office, so the other was baptiz-d in the 
Jordan, visibly “ anointed with the Holy Ghost and with 
power;” and finally, “not by water only, but by water 
and blood,” consecraied to his eternal priesthood, for the 
discharge of which he enteredin once, “ by his own blocd ’ 
into the true holy of holies, “having obtained e:ernal 
redemption for us.’ 








ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RIOE,D.D. 
Luke 3: 15 22.—Jn expectation. Expecting the Messiah. 


Barnes. 


Mused. This word signifies a balancing of arguments 
and proofs, adverse to or in favor of a given opinion, in 
order to reach a definite conclusion as to its truth or false- 
hood. —Owen. 

Whether he were the Christ or not. We see, from the last 
verses, how extensive John’s preaching reached and stirred 
up all classes. We find in John 1: 19-z5, that the Jews 
sent messengers from Jerusalem to ask him whether he was 
the Christ or not.— Jacobus. 

Rather, Whether he was not the Christ, an indirect question, 
implying an affi:mauve answer. Notwihstan-ling their 
notions of Christ as a prince and warrior, they were just as 
ready to conciude that this great and bold preacher in rough 
garments of camel’s hair was indeed the Curist. A single 
word from him would have at once aroused the Jewish 
nation.— Clark. 

The moral greatness of John is shown in the fact that he 
made no use of this delusion of the people, but hastened to 
withdraw within those limits which they would almost have 
compelled him to pass Similar conduct was shown by 
Paul and Barnabas. Acts 14: 15.—Lange. 


V. 16. Saywng unto them all. His denial was open and public. 
It was made both to those who had come to his baptism, and 
to the priests and Levites who had been sent from Jeru- 


salem to learn from his own lips his official character and 
position.— Owen. 


Cometh—Is coming after me: who is now on his way, and 
will shortly make his appearance. Jesus Christ began his 
ministry when he was ned ears of age (Luke 3: 23), 
which was the age appoin' y the law ‘Numb. 4: 8), 





John the Baptist was born about six months before Christ, 
and as he ‘began his public ministry when thirty years of 
age, this coming after refers to six months ater the com- 
mencement of John’s public preaching, at which time Christ 
entered upon his,—Clarke. 

The latchet. This was a leathern thong by which the 
sandal was fastened to the shoe. It was the work of a 
servant to loosen this, and thus John expressed his dee 
humility and consciousness of insignificance when contraste 
with his Master. See Mark 1: 7; John 1: 27; Acta 13: 25; 
Isa. 5: 27; Matt. 3: 11.—Fi eemun. 


Baptize you with the Hvly Ghost, and with fire. That the 
inflaences of the Spirst of God are here designated needs but 
little proof. Christ’s religion was a spiritual religion, and 
was to have its seat in the heart. Oatward precepts, how- 
ever weil they might describe, could not produce, inward 
spirituality. This was the province of the Spirit of God, 
and of it alone; therefore he is represented here under the 
similitude of fire, because he was to i/lumunate and invigo- 
rate the soul, penetrate every part, and assumilate the whole 
to the imaga of the God of glory.—Clarke. 

The baptism by water, the end of which is repentance,—a 
mere transition state, a note of preparation; and the bap- 
tham by the Holy Ghost and fire, the end of which is sancti- 
fication, the entire aim and purpose of man’s creation and 
renewa!.— Alford. 


V.17. Whose fan. The Romans are here termed God's 
fan.— Clarke. 


Purge (clean) his floor. The ancient church or people is 
here spoken of under the figure of a threshing: floor.—Jaco- 
bus. 


The wheat. The righteous; those who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.—Clarke. 


Into his garner. Either take to heaven from the evil to 
come, or put in a place of safety.— Beil. 


The cheff. The disobedient and rebellious Jews who 
would not come unto Christ that they might have life. 
Gegernsharte fire—that cannot be extinguished by man.— 

ebb, 


The grain in the East is threshed in the open air by . 
being trampled under the feet of oxen or horses, or by 
means of instruments. By these processes the straw 
becomes very much broken; and, to separate the grain 
from the hulls and straw, the mi-giled mass is thrown 
against the wind by means of a wooden shovel or f rk, 
having sometimes two prongs and someum«s three, and a 
handle three or four feet long. This is the * fan” ailuded to 
in a number of Scripture passages. It 1s ueually employed 
in the evening. The wind -carries the chaff away, while 
the grain falls to the ground, The grain is sometimes 
sifted after winnowing The chaff is burned, and the grain 
1s stored either in subterranean granaries or barns.—ree- 
man, 


In exhortation. This embraced admonition, instruction, 
exhortation, and the like —Owen. 


V.19. Herod the tetrarch—Herod Antipas, son of Herod 
the Great, and of Malthace, a Samaritan. He married firat 
the daughter of King Aretas, but afterwards entered into 
an adulterous connection with his brother Philip’s wife.— 
Lange. 

Tetrarch. A person who rules over the feurth part of the 
country; sometimes a governor or ruler.— Bell. 

And for all the evils which Herod had done An impor- 
tant fact, here only mentioned, showing how thorough- 
going was the fidelity of the Baptist to his royal hearer, 
and how strong must have been the workings of conscience 
in that slave of passion when, notwithstanding such plain- 
ness, he “did many things, and heard John gladiy.”— 
Fousset ond Brown. 

V.20 Added yet this above all. Notwithstanding all his 
other crimes, he still added io them this one of putting John 
in prison,—the greatest of his crimes.— Bell. 

He shut Jihn up in prison. Luke refers to this imprison- 
ment of John by way of anticipation. its rte place being 
after ch 4:14 Lake bere collects all he has to say con- 
cerning the forerunner, that he may confine himself tor the 
future to the history of Jesus alone; the nar-ative of the 
baptism forming the point‘of transition. —Lange. 


V.21, Wien all the people were brptized At that period, 
when the | sc oing number ot baptisms was taking place, the 
baptism of Jesus of Nazareth took place (and naturaily in 
private) among others.— Lange, 


Praying. This circumstance is omitted by the other 
evangelists; it shows that Jeeus was in the habit of prayer. 
The ae oe consisted, doubtless, in lifting up the heart 
silently to God.— Barnes 

The heaven was opened—that is to John. (See Jobn 1. 33.) 
It was @ testimony given to John that this was the M .ssian. 
The expression is one that commonly denotes the appear- 
acce of the clouds when it lightens. The heavens appear 
to open, or give way. It means, he was p’raitted to see 


far into the heavens, beyond what the natural vision would 
allow —Barnes. 


V 22. Holy Ghost rr at The Spirit of God, the 
third person of the Trinity. Ja a bodily sh pe like a dove. 
An organiz:d bodily shape; and this was, according to 
the unanim ‘us testimony of all the evangelists, the shape 
of a dove, or looked like a dove, which is the natural symbol 
of purity and gentleness.—9 :haff, . 

The form of a dove would indicate the spirit of his minis- 
try.— Beil 

The gifts of the Spirit, which Jesus now received without 
measure, are invisible But that the heavenly consecration 
might be coop by John, and his testimony to the Messiah be 
founded on full certainty, a visible symbol of the Holy 
Spirit was pr-sented to him. This symbol was in the form 
of adove. Nothing could more beautifuliy shadow forth 
the character of the Saviour. His miidness, his gentleness, 
his charity,—virtues of which the dove is the emblem,— 
shone in the whole course of his life, in the doctrines which 


he preached, in the miracles which he wrought, in the sacri- 
ee Oe ee on _ 





! 
ti 
if 
i 
i 


Leader : What was Zachariah’s question of doubt? 





426 


THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES 





[Vol. XX; No. 271 








CONCERT EXERCISE. 


Oo 


JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


BY MRS, H, F, EATON, | 
Singing : 


Softly now the light of day. 
Prayer : 


Scripture reading: Isa, 40: 1-10; Mal. 3: 1-6, | 


Singing : 
wae Nearer, my God, to thee, 


THE ANGELS’ VISIT. 
Leader: How was the birth of John the Baptist 
announced to Zachariah ? 
First scholar : 
And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias 
saw him, he was troubled and fear fell upon him. Bat the angel | 
said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias : for thy prayer is heard: and 
thy wife Elissbeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his 
name John (Lake 1: 11-13). 
Leader: What do we know of the families of Zacha- 
riah and his wife Elisabeth? 
Second scholar : 


There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain 
priest named Z.charias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was 
of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth (Luke 
1: 5). 

Leader ; Have we a record of their character ? 
Third scholar : 


And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless (Luke 
1: 6). 


Fourth scholar: 


And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 
for 1am an old man, and my wile well stricken in years (Luke 
1: 18). 


Leader: Give the reply, 


Fifth scholar : 


And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and »m sent to speak unto thee, 
and to show thee these glad tidings (Luke 1: 19). 


Leader: What miracalous sign of reproot ? 
Sizth scholar : 


Aad, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be performed, because thoa believ- 
est not my words, whicn shall be tulfilled in their season (Luke 
1: 20). 

Singing: 
He leadeth me, oh, blessed thought! 


THE BIRTH, 

Leader: Was there rejoicing with Elisabeth when the 
child was born ? 

Seventh scholar : 


Aad her neighboars and her cousins heard how the Lord had 
shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her (Luke 
1: 53). 


Leader: Had the angel told of this joy? 


Highth scholar : . 


And thou shalt have joy andgladness; and many shall rejoice 
at his birth (Luke 1: 14). 


Leader: What did Gabriel say would be the occasion of 
this rejoicing ? 
Ninth scholar : 


For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor sirong drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost (Luke 1: 15). 


THE NAME. 
Leider: Was there a controversy about the name? 


First teacher : 


And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to cir- 
cumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name 
of his father. And his mother anrwered and said, Not so; bat he 
shall be called Joan. Aad they said unto her, There is none of 
thy kindred that is called by this name. And they made signs 
to his father, how he would have him called: And he asked fora 
writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they 
marveiied all. And his moutn was opened immediately, and his 
tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God (Luke 1: 59-64.) 


Leader: Mention other names given to him, 
Primary class :— 

First scholar: John the Baptist. 

Second teacher : 


In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilder- 
ness of Judea (Matt. 3: 1). 


Second.scholar: A voice, 


Third teacher : 

He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
tr aa. the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias (John 
1: 23). 

Third scholar: A witness. 
Fourth teacher : 


The same came for a witness, to.bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe (John 1: 7), 





Fourth scholar: A messenger, 


Fifth teacher : 


As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
ar thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee (Mark 
> 2). 


| Fifth scholar: A prophet. 


Sixth teacher : 


But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold 
John as a prophet (Matt. 21 : 26). 


| Sith scholar: More than a prophet. 


Seventh teacher : 
But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 
you, and more than a prophet (Matt 11: 9). 
Seventh scholar : A prophet of the Highest. 
Eighth teacher : 


And thon, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest : for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways 
(Luke 1: 76). 


Eighth scholar: Elias, 


Ninth teacher : 

And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come 
(Matt. 11 . 14). 
Ninth scholar: A burning and shining light. 


Ten h teacher: — 
He was a burning and a shining light! and ye were willing for 
a season to rejoice in his light (Jonn 5: 35). 
Leader : What is the whole record of his childhood and 
youth? 


Primary class in concert :— 


And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 
deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel (Luke 1: 80). 


THE MAN, 
Leader : What were the habits of his life ? 
First scholar: 


For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He 
hath a devil (Matt. 11:18). And the same John had his raiment 
of camei’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his 
meat was locusts and wild honey «Matt. 3; 4). 


Leader: What was his character? 
Second scholar : 


For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye 
believed him not (Matt. 21: 32). For Herod feared John, know- 
ing that he was a just mun and an holy (Mark 6: 20). 


THE MINISTRY. 


Leader: What was John the Baptisi’s first message to 
his people, and the burden of all his preaching? 


First teacher : 
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 3: 2). 
Singing : 
Repent! the voice celestial cries. 
Leader : Was he fearless in proclaiming the truth? 
Second teacher : 


Bat when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said unto them O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee irom the wrath tocome? Bring forth there- 
fore frais meet ior repentance. and think not to say within 
yourselves, We have Aboahem to our father: for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abra- 
ham. And now also the ax is Jaid unto the root of the trees: there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire (Matt. 3: 7 10). 


Leader; What was the power of his preaching? 


Third scholar: 


Toen went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the 
region round about Jordan, and were bapiized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins (Matt. 3: 5, 6). 


Leader: Give some of the questionings of the multi- 
tude, 


Third teacher: 


And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? He 
answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, iet him 
impart to him that hath none ; and he that hath meat, let him do 
likewise. Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto 
him, Master,what shall we do? And he said unto them, Exact no 
more than that which 1s appointed you And the soldiers likewise 
demanded ot him, saying, And what shall wedo? And he said 
unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any ialsely ; and 
be content with your wages (Luke 3: 10-14). 


Singing : 

Meek and lowly, pure and holy. 
Leader : How did he, in great humility, testify of Christ? 
Fourth teacher : 


I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy 
to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 
whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his flor, 
and gather his wheat into the garner; but be will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire (Mats, 3: 11,12). He must increase, 
but I must decrease (John 3; 30), 


Leader: What colloquy at Jordan? 


Fifth teacher : 


Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. Bat John fo:bad him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized ofthee, andcomest thoutome? And Jesus answering 


? said unto him, Saffer it to be so now: for thus it become.h us to 


tulfil ali righteousness. Thon he suffered him (Matt, 3; 13-15), 


Leader: By what sign was John the Baptist to know 
Christ ? 


Sixth teacher : 
And I knew him not; but he that sent me to” baptize: with 





water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 

Fey tart and remaining on him, the same is he which baptize:h 

with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that thisis the 

Son of God (John 1: 33, 34). ’ 

Leader: By what name did John present Jesus to the 
people? 

Fourth scholar : 


The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world 
(John 1: 29.) 


Leader; What does John the revelator call him ? 
School in concert : 

The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 18: 8), 
Singing : 

I come to thee, thou precious Lamb, who died for me. 
Leader : What did Gabriel say of the mission of John the 
Baptist ? 

Fifth scholar : 


And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord (Luke 1 : 16, 17). 


Leader : Did Christ confirm this prophecy ? 
Sixth scholar : 


And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first - 
come, and restore all things. But I say unto you, That Elias is 
come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto bim 
whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer 
of them, Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 
of John the Baptist (Matt. 17: 11-13). 


EVENTILE, 
Leader: By whom, and for what, was John the Baptist 
imprisoned ? 
‘ Seventh scholar : 


, For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him 
in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother Pailip’s wife. For John 
oe unto him, It is not lawful tor thee to have her (Matt. 14: 


Leader ; What touching question does he send from his 
dungeon to Jesus? 


Exghth scholar : 


Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, 
he sent two ot his disciples, and said unto him, Art thou he that 
should come, or do we louk for another? (Matt. 11: 2, 3.) 


Leader: Give the gracious reply. 
Ninth scholar : 


Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John- again 
thore things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and toe deaf 
hear, the dead are raiwed up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he whosoever ghall nov be 
offended in me (Matt, 11: 4-6). 


Leader ; As John’s messengers departed, by what apt fig- 
ures did Christ speak of the questioner? 


Tenth scholar: - 


And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes 
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? 
A reed shaken with tae wind? Bat what what went ye out tor 
to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behoid, they that wear 
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what went ye out tor to 
see? A propnet? yea, { say unto you, and more than a prophet 
(Matt. 11: 7-9). 


Leader: Give the sad story of the Baptist’s death. 
Seventh teacher : 


But when Herod’s birthday was kept, the daughter of Hero- 
dias danced before them, and pleased Herod. Whereupon he 
promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she wouid ask. 
And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, Give me here 
John Buptist’s head in a charger. And the king was sorry: nev- 
ertheless for the oath’s sake, and them which sat with him at 
meat, he commanded it to be given her. And he sent, and 
beheaded John in the prison. Aud his head was brought in a 
charger and given to the damsel: and she bruught it to her 
mother. And his disciples came, and took up the body, and 
buried it, and went and told Jesus (Matt. 14: 6-12). 


Leader : What- was Christ’s testimony of the man and 
his mission ? 
School in’ concert :— 


Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen.a greater than John the Baptist (Mats. 11: 11), 


Singing: 


- 


_ ‘When he cometh to make up his jewels. 
Benediction, 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


Saeeeen eee 


A “GETHSEMANE CLASS.” 


Mr. K. A, Burnell was in Jerusalem at last writing 
(May 22). A recent visit to the Garden of Gethsemane 
has led him to make known, through The Sunday School 
Times, @ plan for the formation of a ‘ Gethsemane Class” 
in American Sonday-schoois. Mr. Burnell writes: “In 
the Garden of Gethsemane, yesterday, sitting by the side 
of Colonel Wilson, the American Consui at Jerusalem, the 
kindly-faced monk who is in charge of the garden handed 
mea bouquet of flowers, I send the bouquet to my own 
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Sunday-school ia Illinois, with the suggestion that a 
Gethsemane Ciass be formed in the school, 

“Luke 22: 44, will be the golden text: ‘And being in 
an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.’ 
The class should consist of those members of the echool 
who are ‘praying more earnestly’ for the personal salva- 
tion of the echolars, The class should spend fifteen minutes 
together at the close of the session each Sabbath. The 
flowers may form a wreath or border surrounding the 
clearly written golden text in‘ such way as the good taste 
and skill of the leaders may suggest. Those who receive 
these flowers will know that they come direct from the 
spot that is understood to be the Garden of Gethsemane. 
In thirty days, a school of two hundred members may be 
moved, and eternity alone will measure what will come 
from the Gathzemane Class of thisone school. We walked 
from Gethsemane up the Mount of Olives over the south 
path, lingering on top. The waters of the Dead Sea, 
through the clear atmosphere, appear so near, that, as the 
consul said, it seems as though one could shoot a deer, 
with a good rifle, on its bank, It is, in reality, twenty 
miles away. We came down over the north path, stop- 
ping at the so-called Grotto of Agony, just outside of .the 
garden, and ascended the hill, entering the city at St. 
Stephen’s Gate, passing the place where Stephen is said 
to have been stoned. In the night our eyes ‘ were holden,’ 
and hour after hour we thought and thought, 

“The number that can ever Visit this sacred spot is 
very few; but why should not each of the schools of 
America have a Gethsemane class—praying ‘more ear- 
nestly,’ and receiving a bouquet from the Garden of Geth- 
semane? We have looked the whole matter over carefully, 
and our considerate Caristian consul makes this cffer to 
the American Sunday-schools: For a gold dollar mailed 
to him, he will send his servant (it is fully three quarters 


-of a mile from the consulate) to the Garden of Gethsemane 


to witness the picking of a generous bouquet of various 
flowers. The servant will then carefuliy place them 
within the leaves of an old and used book, and mail them 
to the United States. Tie American gold dollar does 
not average over ninety cents here. The flowers 
will cost twenty-five cents; the postage will be twenty- 
five to thir'y cents; and it will take the servant three 
hours to go, return, and press the flowers. Jerusalem is 
not a land of old books; and each one sending for flowers 
will be asked to mail a medium-sized old book, in which 
their flowers may be returned, It is thoughtful, on the 
part of Consul Wilson, to make this offer; and it isa 
rare opportunity. of obtaining Gethsemane flowers, and the 
best evidence of love to dear America’s Sunday-schools. 

“The garden is indeed a flower garden, and the climate 
is semi-tropical, so that flowers can be obtained every 
secalar day in the year. Every one can depend upon the 
prompt mailing of the flowers, and rely upon safe and 
prompt returas as by the mails from other lands. The 
address is Colonel J. G, Wilson, American Consul, Jeru- 
‘salem, Syria.” 

Mr. Burnell adds, in a later note to the editor of The 
Sunday School Times: ‘I am fully persuaded that this 
matter is of God. I have just come from the consul’s 
room, where the letter has been read to Consul Wilson. 
It had been taiked through as we had our long walks 
through Gethsemane, Olives, and Zion. And Mr. Wilson 
says, with decision: ‘ J¢is all right, and I shall gladly 
do this for the Sunday-echools of America.’ Mr. Wilson 
was twenty-five years in the ministry, having founded the 
First Presbyterian Church of Terre Haute, Indiana, and 
preached there for eighteen years. 

“The Gethsemane Ciasses might include all of the 
tescers and the taught who are winning souls and‘ praying 
more earnestly’ that they may be prepared for close per- 
sonal work, and may know no rest until their scholars 
are all in Christ. Is not the name a good one? and will 
not the flowers help, and will not many of our schools 
grasp the idea at once and be led on to victory? Perhaps 
Christ may speak to you, and through you, in this sug- 
gestion from his own garden.” 





THE IOWA STATE CONVENTION. 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the Iowa Sunday- 
school Association met inthe Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Cedar Falls, on Tuesday evening, Jane 11, continuing in 
session three days. Raports were presented from twenty- 
six counties, and progress was made toward the complete 


_ organization of the state by counties, Mr, E. H. Allen, 


the secret&ry, stated in his report that greater activity in 
Sunday-school work has been manifest, especially in the 
northern part of the state, where there have been a larger 


ever before, The fourth district took the lead in district 





work by holding, in the early part of December, at 
Ackley, one of the most interesting conventions that Mr. 
Allen had ever attended. In all, seven district conven- 
tions were held during the year, which Mr, Allen thinks 
is the largest number ever held in any one season, O- her 
districts than these, while not having held conventions, 
have been doing a good work. Mr. Allen is especially 
pleased to record the advance made in the Northwestern 
district, which embraces within its boundaries some of the 
most sparsely settled counties in the state. Great credit, 
he says, is due to the district secretary, Mr. Andrew Pras- 
ton, of Battle Creek, Ida County, and Mr, J. M. Enery, 
of Le Marsa, for the work done, Mr Allen regretted the 
failure of county secretaries to werk in more general 
accord with the state and district officers, and said: “ We 
certainly have a most perfect system of organization, one 
that should bring into line every man, woman, and chil 
interested in the Sunday-school. That it has not accom- 
p'ished this result should not destroy or weaken our faith in 
our Association, but should awaken us to renewed watchful- 
ness and zeal in finding out and removing all obstacles in 
the way. One of the chief difficulties,I believe, that 
stands in the way of our Association work, is the general 
ignorance of the majority of our Sunday-school workers as to 
the plans andthe objects of our Association. ... Only eight 
counties are without secrataries: Clayton, Dallas, Lucas, 
Warren, Mills, Carroll, O'Brian and Sioux. Some of these 
are among the oldest and best organized counties in the 
atate, but out of which I have not been able to secure a 
secretary who will co-operate with the officers of this 
Association. What we especially need now in our work is 
more sympathy between county, district, and state associa- 
tions. There are too many of our county associations 
that think we are intruding when we seek to co-operate 
with them so that we and they may be benefited. We 
canot afford to stand too much on ceremony and technical 
points, and thus jeopardize the great interests at stake.” 

Among the resolutions adopted were the following : 
“Taoat the various counties be urged with earnestness 
to perfect, as fast as possible, the organization of town- 
ship or district township conventions, to be held, as far as 
practicable, semi-annually; and that werecommend them to 
add thereto the benefits of normal class instruction, to the 
end that teachers may be thoroughly furnished, That much 
of our success will depend upon the interest taken in these 
conventions, making them not only enthusiastic gather- 
ings for consultation, but fruitful seasons of evangelistic 
work for Christ, That we disapprove of such use of 
lesson helps as will discourage or prevent the use of the 
Bible during the echool hour.” A resolution was also 
adopted to the effect that, “as the children of this land 
are the hope of our country, in order to save our 
etate from the evils of intemperance, we will endeavor 
as Sunday-school workers and teachers to. secure more 
thorough and systematic instruction in the principles of 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, and from 
the use of tobacco.” 

A fall and carefully prepared table of Iowa Sunday- 
school statistics was presented to the convention by Mr. 
I. H Bann, statistical secretary. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Lewis E. Darrow, Oorning; Secretary and 
Treasurer, E. W. Allen, Marshalltown; Vice-President, 
Amos Slickel, Bloomfield; James P. Pinkham, West 
Branch; F. B. Stacy, Stacyville; Assistant Recording 
Secretary, J E. C:arey, Indianola; Statistical Secretary, 
I. H. Bunn, Vinton ; Corresponding Secretary, W. B. Stew- 
art, Cedar Falls, 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—The Provincial Sunday-echool Convention for the 
provinces of Oatario and Quebec will be held in Peter- 
boro’, Ontario, on Octcber 8,9 and 10. Oar American 
Sunday-school workers from the United States will be 
welcomed and hospitably entertained, if due notice is 
given to the Rav. William Millard, General Secretary, 
Toronto. 

—The third annual convention of the Otoe County 
(Nebraska) Sunday-school Association will be held at 
Palmyra on August 6and7, Each Sunday-school and 
District Association in the county is invited to send one 
delegate, and one additional delegate for each hundred 
scholars. D-legates, on arrival, will report to the Com- 
mittee on Hospitalities, at the Palmyra School-house, 
Delegates are requested “to bring their Bibles, Gospel 
Hymns No, 1, note-book or paper, and pencil.” 

—Among the Ocean Grove meetings, this year, will be a 
Union Evangelistic Holiness Camp-meeting, and National 
Temperance Convention—the same as held at Round Lake 


last year—in which leading minieters of various denomina- 
number of conventions held, both district and county, than 


tions will take part. It will continue from Tuesday, 
July 9, to Friday, July 19, Information may be obtained of 





Mr. H. A. King, Secretary of the Union Evangelistic 
Society, Union Evangelistic Tent, Seventh Avenue and 
Broadway, between Fifty-second and Fifty-third Streets, 
New York City. 

—Preparations have been made for several temperance 
camp-meetings, the present season, in different parts of 
the country. The Rav. D. 0, Babcock has nearly com- 
pleted arrangements for the meetings to be held at South 
Framingham, Mass., and Thousand Island Park, R.ver 
St. Lawrence. The meeting at South Framingham will 
begin at 1030 A M., July 23, and continue to the 29th. 
The meeting at Thousand Island Park opens at 10.30 
A.M., July 31, and continues until Tuesday evening, 
August 6. Persons desiring programmes or information 
should apply to Mr. Babcock, at the Central Coffee House, 
Fifteenth and Market Street, Philadelphia, The Old 
Orchard Beach (Maine), Temperance Cemp-meetirg will 
begin on August 7 and continus during the week, The 
Woman’s National Christian Temperance Union hold a 
camp-meetirg at Lake Side, Ohio, beginnirg July 2 and 
cloring July 10, At Lake Bluff, Illinois, the temperance 
camp-meeting will begin on July 10 and continue for a 
week, 

—The programme of the remaining annual conventions 
to be held this year in each of the counties of the Sixth 
District of Illinois is as follows: Williamson, at Marion, 
July 22,23; Franklin, at Benton, July 25, 26; Jeffer- 
son, at Spring Garden, July 29, 30; Washington, 
at Nashville, July 31, August 1; Perry, at DoQuoin, 
August 2,3; Randolph, at Chester, August 19, 20; Mon- 
roe, at Waterloo, August 21, 22; St. Clair, at Lebanon, 
August 23, 24; Bond, at Greenville, August 28, 29; 
Ciinton, at Collins’ Station, at August 30, 31; Jackson, . 
at Marphysboro’, September 5, 6; Madison, at Liberty 
Prairie, October 28, 29. Each convention will open at 9 
o’clock A. M., and will continue two days. It is expected 
that many Sabbath-school workers will be present in each 
county convention. Mr. E, Payson Porter, State Statisti- 
cal Secretary, will be preeent at most of the meetings. 
The next district convention will be held at Belleville, on 
O:tober 24 and 25, Mr. C. W. Jerome, president of the 
S.xth District Association, writes: “ I have just started on 
a tour throvghout the Sixth District of Illincis, com- 
prisirg the seventeen south-western counties, holding a 
convention in each county. The cause is hopeful in 
Southern Illinois.” 


—The general outline of public meetings to be held 
this year at the Thousand Island Park, August 13-22, 
is as follows: The religious camp-meeting will be given 
on Wednesday, Jaly 10, and continue through Sunday, 
July 21. It will be under the joint charge of the Rev. 
James Erwin and the Rev. W. H. Poole. There will 
usually be preaching mornings, efternoons, and evenings, 
with other exercises. As usual, the Thousand Island 
Park Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Woman’s For- 
eign Missionary Association, will bold their anniversary 
on the afternoon of Sunday, July 21. The Scientific and 
Esthetic Society of the Thousand Island Park will hold 
a second public conference, beginning Tuesday, July 23, 
at 3 P. M., and closing Monday evening, July 29 This 
will be under the charge of the Rev. Fred. Widmer, 
of Pittsfield, Mass, It is hoped that on Monday, July 22, 
and during the morning hours of the week closing July 27, 
a. series of instructive lectures and lessons will be given 
on the profession of teaching, with ezpecial drill in draw- 
ing, elocution, calisthenics, and other departments of 
interest to practical teachers. If this plan is carried out, 
it will be under the charge of Professor James Hughes 
Inspector of the Public Schools of Toronto, Oatario. 
The temperance camp-meeting will be held under the 
direction of the International Christian Temperance Asgo- 
ciation, of which Professor George E. Foster, of the Uni- 
versity of New Brunswick, is president; and the Rev. 
D. C. Babcock, of Philadelphia, secretary. It will begin 
Jaly 31 and close August 6. The Young Men’s Christian 
Associations in a portion of New York state and Canada, 
propose to hold # convention, which will begin on Thure- 
day, August 8, and will close on Sunday evening, August 
11. This will be under the charge of Mr. H. Thane 
Miller, of Cincinnati, The third annual Sunday-school 
Parliament will begin on Tuesday, August 13, and close 
on Thursday, August 22, The meetings will be eucces- 
sively under the charge of different managers of Sunday- 
schools, 


PERSONAL. 

—A subscription of £133 12s, hag been raised in England 
for the widow of Mr. B. P, Pask, late superintendent of 
the London Sunday-school Union normal classes, In 
addition to this, a neat monument will be erected over 
his grave in Abney Park Cemetery. 





—Mr, George W, Huntington, well known as a Sun- 
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day-school worker in Stonington, Connecticut, has entered 
the ministry of the Reformed Episcopal Church, having 
been ordained deacon on June 23, in Brooklyn. He takes 
chargs at once of Emanuel Church, O:tawa, Canada. 
—Messrs, Benjamin and W. E Needham, brothers of 
Mr. George C, Needham, are now in the Esst-end Train- 
ing Institute, London. They expect to leave Engl ind at 
once for the fail and winter campaign in the United 


’ States, in connection with their brother. They have been 


holding services in various parts of England since their 
arrival, Mr, Charles Inglis will accompany them. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


_ ~—— 


The Atlantic Islands, as Resorts of Health and Pleasure. By 
8. G. W. Benjamin.——This handsome volume consists of 
papers contributed by the author to Harpers Magazine 
The “Atlantic islands” included in its chapters are the 
Bahamas, Azores, Channel Islands, Magdalen Islands, 
Madeira, Teneriffe, Newfoundland, the Bermudas, Belle- 
isle-en-mer, Prince Edward Island, the Isles of Shoals, Cape 
Breton, and the Isle of Wight. To these Mr. Benjamin 
furnishes an itinerary sufficiently full for use asa guide- 
book, and considering the practical as well as the pictu- 
reeque features of the places described. There are numerous 
and well-chosen illustrations, largely from skeiches. by 
Mr Benjamin himeelf, who is an accomplished draughteman. 
The volume is issued in uniform style with Drake's Nooks 
and Corners of the New England Coast, also published by 
Harper & Brothers. (Sq. 8vo, cloth, pp. 274. Price, 


~ $3.00.) 


History of the United S:ates, prepared especially for Schools. 
By John Clark Ridpath, A-M. Cincinnati: Jones Brothers 
& Co——This is the most recent of school histories of the 
United Staes,andin bulk and style is designed for use in 
grammar echools. The narrative of American history is 
brought down to the autumn of 1877. In discussing politi- 
cal qiestions the author writes impartially. Tne literary 
style is fairly good, while not deserving the highest praise. 
Capital letters, italic type, and exclamation points, are 
too freely employed. The scholar is not aided by them, 
and they make the narrative uneven and inelegant. The 
accompanying maps and illustrations are of good quality; 
and there are lesson questions, a tuble of proper names, and 
an index. (12mo, Haif leather, pp. 378.) 


Rambles among the Insects. By Samuel Findley, DD. 
Phi adslphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication ——In 
this jittle volume are contained many readable chapters con- 
cerning the rudiments of entomology. The narrative style 
is adopted throughout, Uncle Samuel instructing his 


nephews and mieces by familiar talks and little excursions 


of exploration. This narrative style is sometimes laughed 
at a3 being antiquated; but, after all, it interests children 
to-day as keenly as it did'the first readers of Mrs. Barbauld 
and Dr, Aikin’s good old Evenings at Home. Dr. Findley’s 
accounts of insects and their ways are accompanied by 
numerous and serviceable illustrations. (16mo, cloth, pp. 
279. Price, $1.25.) 








The Prayer-meeting and its Improvement. By the Rev. 
Lewis, QO Thompson. Chicago: W. G. Holmes.——This 
volume is of a practical nature. The author indulges in 


little theorizing; all his hints, both to paster and people,’ 


have a direct bearing upon spiritual preparation and its 
effactive results in the prayer-meeting ; and, as far as possi- 
ble, the experience of already successful workers is drawn 
upon for material. There is little attempt at literary excel- 
lence, and the’ sentences are short and telling The Rev 
A E. Kittredge furnishes an introduction. (16mo, cloth, 
pp. 208 ) 


Responsive Services. Philadelphia: Alexander Kilpatrick. 
——Tais new edition of a work which we have previously 
warmly commended, contains church services for five 
Sundays (morning and evening); for Sunday-schools; for 
the family (morning and evening, every day in the week); 
thirty-one selections from the Psalms; and eighteen from 
other parts of the Bible. (32mo, half-bound, pp. 191.) 








The Methodist Protestant, of Baltimore, began its forty- 
ninth volume with its issue for June 29, and appeared in a 
new typographical dress. 





The Rey. Dr. Richard Newton's Life of Jesus the Christ, 
for the young, published by Gebbie & Barrie, of Philadel- 
phia, has reached its twentieth part. Its merit is well 
sustained, 





A work on Horse-back Riding from a Medical Point of 





view, by the late Dr. Ghislanti Daranti, is announced by 
Cassell, Petter, & Galpin, of New York, 


General James Grant Wilson, on whose porch Mr. Bryant 
had his fatal fall, is writing a biographical memoir of the 
the poet for a new edition of his well-known Library of 
Poetry and Song. 


D. Lothrop & Co. announce Amy and Marion’s Voyage 
Around the World, by a daughter of the Rev. Dr. Nehemiah 
Adams, who has recently been around the world with her 
father, brother, and sister. 


A readable hand-book of the Pacific Railroads has been 
issued in pamphlet form by D. Appleton & Co., of New 
York. It is accompanied by the numerous fine illustrations, 
by Mr. J. D. Woodward, which have already appeared in the 
Art Journal of the publishers. 





The Christian Union, of New York, has issued in the form 
of a small pamphlet (uniform with its other “ extras”), the 
series of fourteen articles published in its columns, in 1877, 
on the general question, “‘ HowtoSpend the Summer.” The 
price of the pamphlet is 25 cents. 


The second number of Art, the new illustrated magazine 
published by Cassell, Petter, & Galpin, of London and New 
York, contains a second article on the Paris Exhibition ; The 
Colors of Precious Stones, by A. H. Church, and a paper on 
Prague, among other articles on various artistic subjects. 


A new edition of Dr. Worthington Hooker's Natural 
Philosophy, carefully revised and brought down to the pres- 
ent time, by Professor Henry Carrington Bolton of Trinity 
College, has been published by Harper and Brothers, This 
edition is neatly printed from new plates, and is fully illus- 
trated. P 


A pamphlet account of the Legends, Customs, and Social 
Life of the Seneca Indians of Western New York has been 
written by Mr. John Wentworth Sanborn. It is printed by 
Horton & Denning, of Gowanda, N Y.,and is published (at 
30 cents a copy) in the interests of the Seneca Mission. The 
pamphlet contains 76 octavo pages. 


The Religious Newspaper Agency, of New York, has begun 
the publication of The Preachers’ Cabinet; a Hand-book 
of Illustrations, collected by the Rey, Edward P. Thwing. 
The illustrations are arranged alphabetically, and are 
indexed by names and topics. Each part is complete in 
itself, and costs twenty-five cents. 


D. Appleton & Co have begun the publication of a paper- 
covered library, to be called Appletons’ New Handy- Volume 
Series, to be neatly printed, of convenient size, and bound 
in salmon-colored paper. It will mainly consist of novels. 
though Lamb’s Exsays of Elia are promised. The volumes 
will range in price from twenty to thirty cents. 


A second series of the Rev. W. F. Crafts’s Illustrations and 
Helpfal Hints on the International Lessons of 1878 has 
been published by Fairbanks & Oo., of Chicago. It covers 
the lessons for the third and fourth quarters of the present 
year; is constructed on the same plan as its predecessor ; 
and sells for 50 cents. Each lesson is accompanied by illue- 
trations from history, biography, or anecdote; by @ list of 
the chief points to be noted by the teacher; by directions 
for instruction; and by pictures for the blackboard. 


The Rev. Nicholas Bjorring, pastor of the Greek-Russian 
chapel in New York, proposes to establish a quarterly maga- 
zine, called The Oriental Oatholic Magzzine, which sha!l 
give fall information in regard to the faith and progress of 
the Greek Charch. It will avoid discussions, its aim being 
“to impart information, correct misconceptions, and promote 
kind feeling towards all Christians.’’ Writers in Ss. Peters- 
barg, Constantinople, Athens, and other oriental cities, are to 
be among its contributors, and the Metropolitan of St. 
Petersburg is to be its “ special patron.” The first number 
will appear in October. 


The Franklin Square Library of Harper and Brothers bas 
received three additions,—Paul Knox, Pitman, by John 
Berwick Harwood; My Heart's in the Highlands, by the 
author of The Sun Maid; and Henriette, from the French 
of Ernest Daudet. The same publishers add to their Half- 
Hour Series, England during the American and European 
Wars, 1765-1820, by the Rey. O. W. Tancock, author of an 
admirable English grammar; and The Canoe and the 
Flying Proa, by Mr. W. L. Alden, the humorist of The New 
York Times. The Harpers’ Library of American Fiction is 
argumented by Miriam's Heritage, by Alma Calder; and 
Mag, an anonymous story. 


The contents of the July number of the New Englander 
(published by W. L. Kingsley, New Haven) are as follows : 


Reaction of New England on Eaglish Puritanism in the 
Seventeenth Century, by the Rav. Dr. Leonard Bacon; 
Critical Examination of the New Testament Teachings with 
respect to the Office of the Holy Spirit, by the Rev. A. 8, 
Chesebrough; The Pacific Railroads in Russia, by Mr, H. 
T. Blake; A Dangerous Principle in Congregationaliam, by 
the Rey. Dr. A, Hastings Ross; What shall we do with our 
Tramps? by Prof. W. H. Brewer; How to deal with Com- 
muniem, by Prof, J.B. Clark ; Shall Incomes be Taxed? by 
Mr. Henry C. Kingsley; Nihilism in Russia, by Mr. William 
C. Kingsley ; and book notices. 


The well-known publishing firm of Ssribner, Armstrong, 
& Co., New York, has been dissolved by the death of Edward 
Seymour and by its own limitation. Mr. Andrew 0. Arm- 
strong retires from the firm, and has sold his interest to Mr. 
John Blair Scribner. The business carried on for many 
years by Charles Scribner & Co., and afterward by Scribuer, 
Armstrong, & Co., will be continued, in all its departments, 
at Nos, 743 and 745 Broadway, under the firm-name of 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, by Mesers. John Blair Scribner and 
Charles Scribner. Scribner's Monthly and St. N.cholas are 
published by “Scribner & Co.,” & joint -stock compeny, the 
management of which is in the hands of Dr. J. G. Holland and 
Mr. Roswell Smith. Thestock inthe magazine company held 
by Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. has been purchased by Charles 
Scribner's Sons; Dr. Holland and Mr. Roswell Smith retain- 
ing their stock, and continuing the management as hereto- 
fore. The house of Charles Scribner's Sons was founded by 
Mr. Charles Scribner in 1846, in connection with Mr. Isaac 
D. Baker. In 1850 Mr. Baker died, and Mr. Scribner con- 
tinued the business under his own name, and later under the 
style of Caarles Scribner & Co., until his death in 1871. 
Since then the business has been carried on by Scribner, 
Armstrong, & Co. The new house announces that the sec- 
ond volume of the Popular History of the United States, by 
William Callen Bryant and Sydney Howard Gay, is just 
ready. This work, which will be sold by subscription, will be 
completed by the issue of two additional volumes. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


All books received will be peer noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.) 


The Atlantic Islands as Resorts of Health and Pleasure. By 8. G. W. 
Benjamin. Illustrated Sm. 4to, cloth, pp. 274. New York : Harper 
& bBro.hers. Price, $3 00. 


A Legacy; Being the Life and Remains of John Martin. By the author 
o. one —— Gentleman. 12mo, cloth, pp. 294. Tne same, 
Price, $1.50. 


Miriam's Heri . By Alma Calder. (Harper's Library of American 
Fiction.) 8vo, paper, pp. 175. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 


Mag; A Story of To-Day. (Harper's Library of American Fiction.) 
svo, paper, pp. 122. Thesame. Price, 50 cents. 


Paul Knox Pitman. By John Berwick Harwood. (Franklin Square 
Library ) 4to, sewed, pp 54. Thesame. Price, H cents 


My Heart’s in the Highlands. By the author of Artiste. (Franklin 
Square Library.) 4to,sewed, pp. 58. Thesame. Price, 10 cents. 


Henriette. By Ernest Davdet. (Franklin Square Library.) 4to, sewed, 
pp. 27. Thesame. Price, 10 cents. 


The Canoe and the mizing Proa, By W.L.A'den. (Half-Hour Series.) 
32mo, paper, pp. 96. Thesame. Price, 25 cents, 


Jand during the American and Furopean Wars, 1765-1820. By O. W. 
wre -A. With mays. (Hult Hour Series.) 32mo, paper, 
pp 1%. Thesame. Price, 25 cents, 


Science for the School and _ Family. Part I.—Natural Philosophy. By 
Worthington Hooker, M.D linstrated, (Second editio , r 
and enlarged.) 12mo, ualf leather, pp. 435. The same. Price, $1.7. 


Jet: Her Face or her Fortune? By Mrs. Annie Edwards. (Appletens’ 
New Handy-Volum» Series.) 16mo, paper, pp. 227. New York: 
D. Appieton & Co. Price, 30 cents. 

A Struggle. By Barnet Phillips. (Appletons’ New Tandy-Volume 


Series.) 16m0, paper, pp. i171. Thesame. Price, 25 cents. 
The Pacific Railroads. Illustrated by J.D. Woodward, Sq. 8vo, paper, 
pp. &8. The same. 


Bonny Kae. By Christian Reid. (Appletons’ Library of American 
m Fiction.) 8vo. paper, pp. 222. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 


Ariadne. By Henry Greviile. (Collection of Foreign Authors.) 16mo, 
paper, pp. 229. Thesame. Frice, 50 cents. 


Misericordia. By Ethel Lynn Lynton. (New Handy-Volume Series.) 
J6mo, paper, pp. 130. Thesame. Price, 20 cents. 


Gordon Baldwin; and the Philosopher’s Pendu'um. By Rudolph Lin- 
cau. (New Handy: Volume Series.) 16mo, parfer, pp. i6s, The same, 
Prive, 25 cents. 


Fisherman of Ange. By Katharine S. Macquoid. (New Handy- 
Atte Series.) 16mo, paper, pp-131 ‘lbhesame. Price, 20 cents. 


f the United States, prepared «specially for schools. By John 
beat AN Ridpath, A.M. Tiineerate de:nd with maps (Grammar School 
Edition.) 12mg, cloth, pp. 378. Cincianati: Joues Brothers & Co, 


First Lessons in Arithmetic By Wiiliam J. Milne, A.M. Illustrated. 
16mo, cloth, pp. 144. ‘Lhe same. 


Practical Arithmetic, By William J. Milne, A, M. 16mo, cloth, pp. 291. 
Tue same, 


Kindling-Wood Jimmy. Illustrated. 16mo, cloth, pp. 252. Philadel- 
phia: American Sunday-School Union. 


ictiona: f the English Language. By Joseph F. Worcester, LL, D. 
4 wii ed eattion.) Royal 4to, ner pp. Ixviil., 1796. Philadel- 
phia: J, B Lippincott & Co. Price, $10.0), 


mbles Among the Insects. By Samuel Findley, D.D. Illustrated. 
- 16mo, cloth, : p. 279. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion. Pxice, $1.25. 


The New Life Not the Higher Life; or, The Believer’s Holiness Per- 
sonal i Progressive. By A. Ww. Pitzer, D.D. 18mo, cloth, pp. 96. 
Thesawe. Price, 30 cents. 


The Year-Book of Education for 1878. Edited by Henry Kid‘le and 
alesuntee J.Schem. 8vo, cloth, pp. v, 420. New York: EK Steiger. 
Price, $2°00. 

Life of Jesus Christ for the Young. By Richard Newton. D.D. Tilus- 


trated Parts 19 and 20; double number. 4to, paper, pp. 48, Phila- 
delphia: Gebbie& Barrie, Price, 50 cents. ; 


Re f the Commissioner of Education for the year 1876, 8vo, cloth 
ot coxili, 912. Washington: Government Printing Office, ’ 


Duties of To-Day. An address by A. K.McClure, 8vo, paper, pp. 24. 
Toe celphia : Printed by .cLaugblio Brothers. ‘ 


tucky. By John Williamson. Tlustrated. 12mo, cloth, 

a Touisv le; Printed by John P. Morton. Price, $2.00. 
Plump; or, Talks on Physiological Feeding Ry T. C, 

How to ve cD. Sq. 18mo, cloth, pp. 60. Chicago: Duncan Brothers, 
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_ by an entirely new beginner. 
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The Sunday School Times is given each 
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tember Va 
BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. | ree gam tener toe aces: | le = 99 
A correct statement of the circulanon of | fratciass pontiions. Rend stam tinh ‘munplied with 
PIN NCENEX ¥ SAGENCY,30 Union Square, New York 


week. The edition this week is 27,200 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time, 

Persons desiring the best instruction in 
Music, at moderate expense, should address 
J. A. Cooper, Edinboro’, Pa. 

The Rockford Register says ; “ The ‘ Les- 
son Helper,’ published by Eugene R. Smith, 
78 Bible House, New York, is the best 
thing we know of for the money. To each 
International Lesson is given four large, 
closely printed pages of expository matter.” 
Three mon hs, on trial, for ten cents. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Sones or BEULAH. New Singing Book for Sunday- 
schools, Price, 35 cents. Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 








SARATOGA SPRINGS.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial [nsti- 
tute has Turki.h, Russian, Su'phur, Hydropathic and 
Electrical Baths, Vacuum Treatment, Inhalation of 
2< n, Compressed and Rarefied Air, Health Lift 

‘or the treatment ef Nervous, Lung, Female, an: 
other chronic diseases. 





A FINE story for young children—Nan’s Thanks- 
giving—by Mrs. C_L. Harris; price, 35 cents Bt- 
aid ; and Angel’s Christmas, by the pth og of Little 
ot? and other charming ta'es tor jnvenile readers; 
inet 39 cents, post p-id. Issued y tue American 
ract Society. Ask tooksellers for them, or send to 
the the Deposivory, 1512 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








Impperial Granum. John Carle & Son, N. Y. 
Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 
Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N.Y. 
SAMPLES 8.8, PAPERS free. 8.Griffith, Phila. 
WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY I8 THE > BEST. 
PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS. $1.75. 

USE WALTER BAKER & O00O.’8 CHOCOLATE, 























U. D. Ward, Publisher, 150 Nassau St., up stairs, N. Y. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES 
Cassell, , Petter & Galpin, New York 


ARRIGUES BROS., Ph Pa., 8. 8S. Supplies. 
New ‘atalogue F ec. 


APPLETONS JOURNAL— Art Journal 
Science Monthly. The Best Advertising ‘Mediums. 

















HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on lication, 
enclosing 9 cents for postage, tal 


GENCY OF BAGSTER & SONS’ Bibles and Publj- 
cations. John Wiley & Sons, 15 Astor Place, N. Y. 








QCFPORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Thos Nelaon & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. ¥ 


My Picture Lesson ; four “<i for eve - 
100 copies, one year, $13.00. i“ ible House, N. ¥ sad 








splendid “s ““ Midwinter” ‘Numper ber of Scribner's 

Bt, ch Eas peek an apachaneae pomanadl (or ie ena 
0 ass ens, r 30 cen 
Address. Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 


Qu for Catalogue of Sunday-school Books and 


Papers published by the Americay Bunday School 
Union, No. 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


BIBLE TAGS 2nschttiote Zee 














WESTERN FRMALE SEMINARY. 
OXFORD, OHIO,—Mt. Holyoke Plan 
The twenty-fourth year will commence September 
4, 1878 ard, Tuiiion, Fu.l, aud Lights, $170 per 
annum. Send for Catalogue to 
MISS HELEN PEABODY, Princt al. 








Now Ready! INTERNATIONAL S.S8. 


ALL MAP, 


Palestine, 
At the time of Christ, 


AND MAP OF JERUSALEM. 


40x60. Illustrates the Internation |} 8. 8. Lessons 
Carefully prepared frm the b+st authorities and 
latest surveys. rg type, easily read at a distance: 
table of distances, ‘Tenete of rivers, height of moun- 

ns, etc. All places mentioned in the New Naa 
ment shown; where ex:ct location is donbtful, 
designated; System of concentric circles by which 
any place can readily found, Admitted to be t 
largest, cheapest, and best 8. 8S. map pnblished for the 
money. Sent prepaid on receipt of price. 


No. 2. On cream paper, countri # colored...... «= $1 50 
No. 3. Oa fine white muslin, countries colored... 2 50 
White paper, m unted on rollers, countries col’d 3 50 
Sau e as above with patent spring rollers 5 00 


Don’t fail to order the International 8 8. Wali Map, (C.) 
M, A. COUDY, Publisher, 
2938 Thomas Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


12 CHOICE PICTURES (size,ox11 in. each.) 


ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS IN LUKE. 


JUST THE pp un FOR _ TEACHERS 
F CHILDREN. 
Furnished in a orsmal]l quantities. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


HOW TO SPEND THE SUMMER: 
Where to Go: How to Go: How to Save Money. 


A neatly bound 32mo pamphlet, comprising a 
series of articles on Summer Recreation by W. H. H. 
Murray, Donald G. Mitchell, “H. H.,” “ Laicus,” 
Gail Hamilton, and others, 


Price, 25 Cents. 
Sent postpaid on receipt of price. 
THE CHRISTIAN UNION, 
27 Park Place, New York. 


STRUCK BY LIGHTNING! 


Thrilling story of real life. No fiction. Just oud. 
By a clergyman. 

Extract from Contents: Plan for evading the judg- 
ment—Alarmed by a ra’ tlesnake—Struck ruck by lightning 
Ponte | boro a devil—Chair throw: at the minister— 
Revival —— for ou oa pings, etc, 
etc. 12mo0 book; bevelcd covers, and gold 
cramping: cloth. "1.00, post-paid. ‘Sateen WANTED. 


Rev. 0.M OWEN, 
Rase, Wayne Co., N. Y. 


IX LITTLE GIRLS. 


By PANSY. 16mo. Fully illustrated. 75 cents. 


A model Sunday-school story for the younger 
scholars. 


BOSTON: D, LOTHROP & CO,, Publishers. 





Only 50 cents 
for the 
set of twelve. 

















OLORADO HOUSE, 
OCEAN BEACH, MONMOUTH CO.,N. J. 

NOW OPEN. 
Terms, $14 to $18 per week. 100 feet from surt 


House in perfect order. Take cars of ania 
Railroad at West Philadelphia. a Bsa fo 


~~ ATLANTIC HOUSE, 


OCEAN BEACH, N. J. 


Fifty yards from the surf. Ocean view from 
window. Terms, $lu to $12 per week. a 


Mrs, SaNDEMAN, 











In ordering anything advertised in thi: 
poper, you will oblige the publisher as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw th 
advertesement 1n The Sunday School Times. 


Howto bea Magician. |: 








WN illustrated catalogue of the best magical 
apparatus, such as is used by all of the promi- 
nent magicians, will be mailed to any address on 
receipt of 15 cents, In case the person sending for a 
catalogue afterwards makes a purchase of any article, 
the cost of the catalogue may be deducted from the 
remittance. Any boy, by making a wise selection 
from this catalogue, can, at asmall outlay.of money, 
make himself very entertaining to his friends. Many 
pleasing and puzzling tricks can be easily performed 
The catalogue should 
be in the hands of every wide-awake boy in the 
land. Address 


THOMAS W. YOST, 
35 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


4 





A MICROSCOPE 


Should be in every family; It ts a never-falling source 
of wsruction and amusement to young and wld. 
Easily mansged and inexpensive, or more costly if 
desired, Send stauip for il strated catal ogue to 


Manufacturl 
921 Ghesont St Street, Phila. 





MAGICIAN EWS 


ENTS 
Lk Ai eareajain NM ices 

for Sunoay SCHOO STOCKS Reouce > PRI 
OUT: _ LARSEST ST ILLIGAN. 


SAV Tow ys WEE LAD CREA a AMADA 





Well suited for Public Exhibitions. New edition or 
Catalogue now ready, giving greatly Reduced Prices. 





Orn PATENT SHIRT will Bas break or wrinkle, 

but will outwear two shi made the old way. 
v4 best, un’ nished, $1.10; Wnishea $1.25. A 

shi made. the old way, 60 or §'.06. Patent shirt 

fronts, 20, 28 and te be white ties and two linen 

mg for 50, \- 


Dw. a a He LINE Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PATENTS procured for Inventions, Trade 
Marks, Copyrights, etc. ‘4dvrice 
¢ all or send for be pooh of instructions, Address 


Foun A Wiedersheim & Co., No. 110 South Fo 
Street, second floor, front room, Phi:adel Iphia. ris 


PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
Por reece gn Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings. 








Rev. E. for 20 has been preach! 
davelening the  hlan of vnein unt 
soot: Churches and 22 states of the Union, 


Subjects, plans of frame a on yn revolve, 





ive tm holaing eye hd car urrine we ene 

) > an car, 8 

and @) and draving the outside manen. saree 
b , 12th wee Ballsdelphis, Pa also for his 
Tilnstrated, History 01 pt eee ma Di 
wud tiltactrnted Conteze od Letvere, in ns aes for Fastore, creates: tA 
Eeincnemmenan re gue 


SILENT SEWING MACHINE. 


This machine stands PRE-EMINENT over all others 
in QUALITY and MERIT, and therefore commands a 
higher price. Persons seeking THE BEST sewing ma- 
chine appreciate its NEW AND VALUABLE FEATURES, 
together with its silence, lightness, swiftness, ease of 
working, simplicity and durability. It is the ONLY sew: 
ing machine in the world with NO TENSION to manage, 
and is different from all other machines in Its principles 
of operation, belng FAR IN ADVANCE of any. 


Descriptive Circulars on application. 


WILLCOX & GIBBS 8. 'M. CO., 


658 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 




















| Yorn: Hailed fres.. fled free. Address Mi 


IMPERIAL GRANUM. 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 


FOR INFANTS \@ ) SAND INVALIDS. 


of : . 4 
KH SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE 


CO ie ie celebrated Dietetic Preparation is, incom poe pe principally the Glutem derived O 
ane ‘Whit te Winter Flint eat Cereal, a solid extrac Ne invention of an ee 
Chemist It has not only = highly hey gene but certified to, by a * ree pe Ho) oe — rere 
t: 1Cal science. est, re e ella! 
[1] Fold for the Growtlt and Protection of Infante and Children, and 


an For Mothers Lacking Sufficient Nourishment for their Offspring. 


Unlike those preparations made from animal or vinous matter, which are liable to stimulate the sa 
WY) and irritate the digestive organs, it embraces in its elementary composition 
That which makes strong Bone and Muscle; that which makes good Flesh and Blood: that which sO 
- easy of Digestion—never constipating ; that which i is kind and friendly to the Brain, and that which acts as a 
a preventive of those Intestinal Disorders incidental to Childhood. 
; And while it would be difficult to conceive of anything in Food or Dessert more Creamy and De-- 
O licious, or more Nourishing and Strengthening as an aliment in Fevers, Pulmonary Com plaints, 
—, Dyspepsia, and general Debility, its rare Medicinal Excellence in al! Intestinal Disenees, 

















r fa So ote in Dysentery, Chronic Diarrhea, and Cholera Infantum, has been incontesia- * 
ol bly proven. 
E SOLD BY IN THE PRINCIPAL CITIES e 
Druggists and Pharmacists WMeacaseeey Of the United States, 
Zz WHOLESALE DEPOT, 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 158 Water Street, New York, 
THE GREAT CHURCH TIGHT. , sie 


FRINK’S PATENT REFLECTORS. 
‘Give the MOST POWERFU the SOFTEST, 
CHEAPEST, BEST 
churches. Stores, Show A ee olay 
ces, Pic’ Theat 
and Sp my des} 


Send size ofroom. Get circular and estimate. 
A liberal discount to churches and the trade, 


L P. FRINK, 6551 Pearl Street, New York. 


OUSEKEEPERS’ LABELS, 


NED Fruits, Preserves, 

on Gurets reean sent to any address on 

rect of e TWENTY | vive CENTS. Send Stamp for 
Samples and Lists. A lMberal discount to the trade. 


JOHN C. CLARE & SONS, Stationers, 
230 Dock Street, Philadelphia. 
BY THE US¥ OF 
BLATCHLEW’S 
HORIZONTAL FREEZER, 
3 to 6 quarts of the fine«’ quality of Ice Crexm, Frozen 
Custar¢, Fruit Ices, e be 4 + @C., oq u be frozen and har- 
iol aaner Geet abae bet @, and. na tt Pittsburgh, Pa., Publisher. 
Phi adelpt ia retail prives. Sizes 3, 4, 6, 8, 12 2%, 30, 40 Sunp 9 Cekrs FoR SAMPLE, 
Sold wholesale and Ly og Lae the manufacturer, th 
CHARLES B HL 


auet Be Serest Phileelphia 














Beginning with <a month during the year. 
The Best and Only Dated Class Book. 


its Reputation National. 








Order one Month beforehand. Orders must 
be sent not later than the 10th of this montb, 
to get Class Books commencing the year with 
next month. Price, $1.00 per dozen. 

Order from your bookseller, or 

J. J, BENDER, 


Ju y edition » pow Fr a 








440 Sia 
Send address for pri e-list and aiscounis, 
“THE EAGLE CLAW.” 
The best Trap in the World for catching 

FISH, ANIMALS & GAME. S ore the best ever made, 
Onebait willcatch Ad 
Twenty Fish. fy dit seceat ad fs perfect ork a 

. 1 &e. used a Ahn fi 
Nove: forintge dab mint, soashiats dace face mites 5. unrated 





Sent by mail. J. BRIDE & CO., 
Mfrs., 297 Broadway, New-York, 


Gend for Catalogue of useful novelties and mention this paper. NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


; REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
an 
Oards. Boripture ” Text Sarde Sentiment Cards— 


Tath's Street, New York. 














ure Text 
Bible V. Gards—Good Dee ire Cards—and Hymnal 
for we send them on ten 
Fa, eae Seton esol | ibe BEAU Pllc dy tgs os OT 
righ a of Reeds, FORD'S Be NB blishers re of Noveltion in Fine 
PRICE, "$67.00. — 

on hand at the Steam Factory of MIXED CARDS, with name, ioc. t’s 

ALL ES WI, ROWLHY BtMh, Weckirciee i's | 40 outdl‘te, SAORESS Co. Nessan, W. Ye" 








Mixed bod Saran with name. l0c. Best ao 
Edison's Electric Pen and Press. 60 fer FP. W. GARDINER. Lynn, Mass. 
1000 fo 15,900 copies from a single writing. 50 Bee 13e., or 25 

This is ial abl { " Sane, its., 
Pa Sy ae mpi Sun no2 Sikes ioe. Ont Outfit ioe l0.c. Dowd & Oo. Bristol, Ot. 


etc. 
in prep ring and pains ng lett rs, Sunday-schi ol es of Cards, 10¢., or 10 Chromo Cards, 10c. 
25 with maine; Outtt, ide TB Hosted Mane Bee : 


papers osha pap . mu-ic,etc. It is free from all 
25 el ELEGANT wd no two alike, with name, 











ane om eg kind o aper 
WHEMLEL 8 General Fastern A 
New Onurch 8t., [oy York, 


oo eae ber Copy. 


rs, a, Will print in all colors 
00.. postpaid. GEO, 1. REED &00.. Naaaan N.Y 





40 Flowered, Diamond. Watered Damask Cards, 
not 2alik ly 10c. Name 
only f neatly printed on all. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « = = $2.15 each. 
“« 15t029 “* eee 190 “ 
80 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 

sdeptee includes 15 cents for postage.) 





the same rate at which the club, as fe 
subscribe iy 


ry erefal 

office to which they ert it sent, 

which it has ve sent, All should include 
county and state. 

ok n writing to renew en Fo cineio or bene 


n, in connection ba pote 
not be been known to the paitiohers, lease 
give ay hing AS Fh to whom bom the paper or 


eae ® ve heretofore 

ogi Gienaaome bet to intros B  ctpted aut ties 
lends can haye en sen 

from this office to any 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This is designed to su ly superintendents 
wnt ize ete SRR serene 
which teachers and ead nave tos a metedel on ia 


¥ will. be 
Raprice ony te Sirior of Tas eta ws at 
ong in 7 latter 
superintenden' depart- 
ments meeting 1S rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they such, 


are 

at your He meng oti Retoy Lng amas eed 
please mention the date to which you have 

pala for Tae Sexpay Sonoon Trus, as given on the 

ellow ee ee 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
380 Copies, ene monen, e s § .60 


I°t een than "100 copies’ atanme rate” 


; THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 on en ene oe np e 8 


25.00 
than 100 copies at same rates, 


GREAT BRITAIN.. 
Britain 


Subscribers in G 
ERY sane bys money ord payables 
© same & money oO er e 
The gana Ay oe a fo oyt 9 shil 
+ The Sun 00 es, one year, . 98) 
The 8u: persona im rot year,  ehiltines 


The Scholars Teas eakode Gondoge whieh 
this office. 


Letters con Subecriptions or Advertise- 
ments re concerning Subec to. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


CROWN JEWEL SOAP 


_ Mark. are ey bali tf 


» ted not 
~~. — | pa pa kk yin ‘she 








1s. 6d. 
itch ‘is ‘provald at 












ry all 





Ra, Ouneos. 


Chas. ioe Son & Co. 


PPTL. ATW werva, 





—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


—Maize Flour Toilet sae oo 
A new so p compound t oe TS 


Per ns the sk’ Aate a gl ee Te 
oe. ty fat 








DAY iN POR DER 


“cant WE MAGHESIA 


During the past twén a it has given uni- 
versal satistaction as pleusane me ot Ry It is the 
best medicine fr Her ckners of the Stomach, 
Heartburn, and all nda rial sg for r Acidicy, 

Malarial . yr the 





Bilious and alt cools and 
the perior t« to Raratogs and 
most min-rai waters. # a iby all dr Pre- 


pared by A. ROGERS’ NS. N kw YorEK ry, 


FARINA COLOGNE. 





Wicker covered, half-pints, 75 ots. 
(Usually sold for $l 50.) 
_ Wicker covered, baat - : $1 25 
sual price, $2 50) 


Hair eicina Nail Brushes, Combs, etc., at 
interestingly low prices. 


A thoroughly well made English Tooth Brush, 
19 cents. 


McKELWAY, Apothecary, 
(Successor to O. 8. Hubbell,) 
No 1410 CHESTNUT STREET, Phila 


Sacramenta) Sabbaths. 





The special rate to Pastors and Su pope 
has been cieeontinee’. The peige to all see | 
subscribers is now $3.15, the lowest price at 

ieee © oe we ae 
Seeernee Sar ae seetved Be way portion of 
5 sem ob domly satan. 
' Additions may be made tp far to a club, at 


| AGENTS WANTED. 
BT Ba Peres 


PROF. A J.SCH § HISTORY of the 
WA THE EAST 
Is the LIVE book for LIVE agent Has 7 


men 198. SOOBRPERD, New ow ork | 005, sore 


William Cullen Bryant's 


Latest and greatest work will be completed in August, 

Teachers ard students,o good descripi:ive faculty, can 

profitably use vacution time in tukiug orders fur it. 

pang ally Fords, Huward & Huibert, 27 Park Piace, 
ew York 














0 AGENTS WANTED fo r the sale of the 
- ue Lord’s Prayer ” THN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful’ Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 

Agents are making from §2 to $15 per day. Ministers. 
Book and Picture gents,and all ot of emp! loyment, 
— Jed circular and terms ~— be CoD VAnCed 
Milton, Northumberland Co., = 








aw BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! 28 
BETSEY BOBBET COME AGAIN! 
New Book Ready for Agents, by 


Beer SeeaaPeee canenetae 


Send for Circulars to AMERICAN da mie 
CO.. Hartford, Ct., Chicago, Ill., Newark, N. J. 





AGEN'(S WANTED FOR THE 
ICTORIATL 
HISTORY or me WORT 


Embracing fall and authentic accounts of every 
nat'on of ancient and modern times, and including a 
we of Lp ay fallof the Greek and Roman 
Em ate age h of the nations of modern Eur 
rope, the wide es, the crusades, the feudal system, 
the reformation, the discovery and settlement of the 
New World, etc., etc. 

1308 contains 672 fine historical en sopevings and 

e gounto column pages, and is the most 
istory of the Baten Hy pees It 
sells at sight. Send for spec a gce and extra 
terms to Agents, wood Hee Se it sells than any 
other book. Addr 

NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO.. Philadelphia, Pa. 


psa A 


EDUCATIONAL. 
American and Foreign 


TEACHERS AGENCY. 


MISS M. J. YOUNG, after thirteen years succeasful 
baal rag tn ve is tully to recommend Princi- 
_ Professors, Lecturers, Tutors,and Governesses 

r schools and families, teachers to positions, and 
good schnols to parents, 

88 


Call on or addr 
MISS M. J. YOUNG, 
23 Union Square, New York. 


| amma COLLEGE FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
AURORA, CAYUGA LAKE, N.Y. 

Full Collegiate. Special. and Academic Courses. 
Superior tnstruction in music. Location Ss, balhines 
for beauty, healthfnIness. and refinement; bui dings 
elegant; & fome where parents may with confidence 
intrust their Apughters. Term begins Sent. 11, 1878. 

E. 8S. FRISBEE, President. 











EWISTOWN ACADEMY, 
Lewistown, Pennsylvan'ta, 
Fits theronghly for College. (curse of study coal 
methods of instruction similar to those of best Eastern 
schools.” Rates much less. Please address for circu- 


lars, etc.. 
W H. SCHUYLER, A.M., Principal. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 


ELOCUTION and ORATORY. 
1418 Chestnut ny pale yrates gl 


Summer term opens Jul Special opportunities fi 
Teaehers. Bend for cata logue and gone e 's hal 
Summer Course. J. W. OEM AKER, A 








HEGARAY INSTITUTE. 1527 and 1529 SPRUCE 

STREET, PHILADELPHIA. _ Boarding and 
Day School tor Young Ladies and Children. will re- 
open on MONDAY. September 23. Board and a 
complete conrae in Lat n. English and French, $490 
Beh annum French isthe bem yo of the family. D- y 

holars, $19. Prenarato us pene 2 $75. Pr 

mary, $50. MADAME D’HERVILLY, Principal. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, eg = 


papestaden te Sie Reece ee ter A 4 
ion 

ool Times, and a her 5. ‘W. Dana, 400 Steel, 
Philadelphia, F 


dress 
MRS J. A. oc Principal. 


LAge4 SEMINARY for Young Wo™en. Anburn- 
dale, Mars. nce privile, with delightfu! sub- 
urban home — al care of heaith, manners = 
morals of growing girls. —— ‘advantages 
Music, Elocation, etc. Send for catalogue 
U. C. BRAGDON, Principal. 











Ty 
hil Var 


gZ oD 


a WW 


a 
IAN 
BN: 


el Dl ee 


5 s5 
| 
or apg 
1 


* 


———S 3 
=e 


pi 


Wt 


gies | ORGANS UKE THE ABOVE, 


i re nicely finished Walnut Case, hav mt pipes. 
peaking and richly decorated, partes 
mene. | dine us yé, $750. 
urch Organs for village Pp ge 
eight sizes, costing ni nt 


Power and Beaut a Tone, or 
Appearance and Perfection of Action. 
&#@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 


























No. 15. Two Manuals, 82 Stops $1,500 
No. 81. One Manuai, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 87. Two Manuals, 15 Stops 900 
No. oe Three Manuals, 46 Stops. 8,000 
No. One Manual, 12 Stops. 600 
No. 91. Two Manuals, 1€¢ Stops 600 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops. ons 
No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops 


H. & G. G HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 


part of the country. 


For Sale or Rent. 


Litchfield County, 
I a bonteat Ratieoad a genet lance 


709 om) with ese -B pend Re poate ed howe 


Plymouth, Conn; 














Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 





REENWI0H ACADEMY, bake baste Institute 
ona Commercial College. ed 1802, A Sea 
vexen. one niece route from 

New York to 


Boston. sotalogee e address 
REV. F. B BAe ROLE A. M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 
[HE DE GARMO INSTITUTE, 


RHINEBECK, N. Y. For both sexes, prepares 
address 





} Business or for College. For particulars 
the Principal, JAMES M. DE G. oO. 





RADFORD ACADEMY FOR 


YOUNG LADIES. 


Year commences ryt ag 10._ For circulars and 
admission apply to Miss Annie E. Johnson, Principal, 
Bradford, Mass. 





ei WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan: 


Futating. and Music. 
REV: DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 





HILL. SEMINARY for Young Ladies. 
rt, Lg Noy For x ars, adi the 
Miss EMILY NELSON. 


Garage 


ne (N. Y.) MILITARY ACADEMY. 
Send for Illustrated C:rcular .or 1878-79, 





















| @RAW 
{ SA 
SIMA 


WANT 
CA. kw “£ 
aw "eR ES (i 


” 


The Heat of Summer, or of a tropical climate, 
causes a depression of vital power, fosters a bilious 
rougeecys' and renders the stomach and bowels apt to 


become 8 bh and disordered. This be ti influ- 
ence is nullified by that most refreshing and invigorat- 
ng of salin 


Tarrant’s Seltzer Aperient, 


Which is emphatically indorsed by physicians and 
the press. 
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 


PI A NO Another battle on high prices ORG AN 


War with monopo ists renewed 

See Reatty’s latest Newspaper for full reply sent free. 
Before buying Piano or Organ read my latest circular, 
Beatty’s celebrated . Pianos aud Organs, beautiful 
instruments! Sarena greaperaont Riyals are 
jealous of my success! ost successful huuse in 

America! Commenced sf row ears ago without a dol- 
lar, rales now near! 000 aorually. Lowest 

prices ever given. . boar R 2sewood Pianos, $135, 
16-stop Church Organs, $115. ‘lremendous bargains 
WAR now ready. ‘Address Daniel F F. Beatty. WAR 


Washington, N. J., U. 8. A. 


True eer" in the ase of a saaenery, is to 
get the BEST, the STANDARD 
Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 








[-Welsiar’s Dicuonary. | 


pg 18.900 Words, Rules of Spelling 
a of Money, Wel Welghts and M 

Naty boned op hrases, 

etc., from the dene 12 vith and Modern Lan- 
agen Morocco Tucks, Giit edges. For sale 

Brarale lvalers generally, or by on receipt 


IVIRON. B BLAKEMAN, TAYIOR & CO., 


PUBLISHERS WERSTER’S SCHOOL DICTIONARIES, 
138 and 140 Grand #§1., New York. 


RB inpplis tee tonne abdvase, 9.22 Ravoll, Chicago 





WORTH REPEATING. 


MY CHRISTIAN NAME. 
[By Dinah Maria Mulock-Cratk.] 


My Christian name—my Christian name, 
I never hear it now 

None have the right to utter it; 
Tis lost—I know not how! 

My worldly name the world a loud— 
Thank God for well-earned fame! 

But silence sits at my cold hearth— 
I have no household name. 


My Christian name—my Christian name, 
te bas an uncouth sound; 

My mother chose it out of those 

n Buble pages found ; 

Mother! whose accents made most sweet 
What else I heid in shame, 

Dost thou yet whisper up in heaven 
» My poor, lost Christian name ? 


Brothers and sisters, meckers oft 
Or the quaint name I bore, 

Would I couid burst Death's gates to hear 
Some call it out once more! 

One speaks it still—in written lines— 
The last fraternal claim; 

But the wide sea between us drowns 
Its sound—my Christian name! 


I bad a dream for years. One voice 
Might breathe this homely word 
As love breathes I had swooned with joy 
Had I my name thus heard. 
O dumb dumb lips! O crushed, crushed 
heart! 
O grief, past pride, past shame ! 
To ::ie—to dis, and nev-r hear 
Thee speak my Christian name! 


God send thee bliss—God send me rest! 
If thou with foo steps calm, 

Should trace my bleedicg feet, God make 
To thee each bicod. -drop—balm. 

Peace to these pangs! Mother! put forth 
Taine elder, Rim. claim ; 

And the first word I hear in heaven 
May be my Christian name! 





THE ENGLISH PEOPLE. 


(The Rev. Dr. 8 Irenaeus Prime, in The New 
York Observer. | 


The most pafnful reflection I have in 
England, comes from the vast gulf between 
the very rich and the very poor. The 
extremes of life come into such contrast as 
to make one doubt the brotherhood of man. 
We go over there with our republican 
notions of equality, and it is very hard for 
us to reconcie this contrast with the doc- 
trine of common humanity, not to sa 

Christianity, In Scotiant, the most re%- 
gtous country in the world, the Jand is 
owned by the smallest number of people in 
proportion to the whole. And the poverty 
of many who tend the flocks, or till the 
jands, of the rich, is somethirg that we 
know nothing of in our country. And we 
wonder, as: we wander in the midst of such 
institutions, that the world’s progress 
makes 80 little change, from generation to 


generation, in the condition ot the indus- 


trious poor. The laws of entail, the rights 
of primogeniture and an Established 
Church, are great social srrangements 
which ‘perpetuate certain evils from which 
we are happily freed. To these evils may 
be added the caste principle which prevails 
in England as weil as in India, The dis- 
tinction between the nobility and common 
clay is greater than we can ‘believe it to 
be, until we see and feel its practical power. 
Because wealth is 60 largely concentrated 
and perpetuated in the nobuiy, and 
poverty so exclusively prevails among the 
lower orders, the bond of sympathy 1s not 
strong between them, and the misery of 
the low does not receive, as it ought, the 
notice and relief of the upper classes. 
Hence the extremes remain unchanged, 
and will indefinitely. 

The innate reverence of rank is, to an 
American, inconceivable, We go to the 
oiher extreme, and affect a Seaman for 
position and character, on the bad principle 
of holding one man to be as good as another, 
He is not, There is a mighty deal of 
difference among men; one is often entitled 
to far more respect than he neighbor. And 
we worship the aristocr: cy of wealth, which 
ottentimes is far meaner than that of birth, 

But the reverence of the Eaglish mind 
for royalty is a positive entertsinment to 
Us Uutuwred savages ‘rom the wilderness. 
Ladies and gentlemen will aitend an exhi- 
bition, or anniversary, cr public meeting 
of eny kind, and give their money treely 10 
the object, if some one of the royal family 
is engaged to be present and give the ight 
of his or her countenance. The nearer to 
the Head of the family, the greater the 
honor, of course; but to have the remotest 
tinge of royal biood, and next to that to 





be of noble birth, is an attraction that 
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brings thousands into the support of a 
cause from which ~~ would turn away if 
it were not under the patronage of the 
higher order, It is im ble to convey, 
by words, the depth and) breadth of this 
homage to nobility and royalty. - And it is 
not without its good uses, It is certainly 
better than a want of respect for those 
who are called to rule or to teach. There 
is in Eagland a solid base of society which 
indicates permanence. Life aud property 
are safer there than here. The subject is 
not plundered by law as the citizen is 
robbed here. It requires courage to hold 
real estate in this country, for one does not 
know by what legerdemain of legislation 
its value may be pit beg Gradually we 
shall come to understand these things 
better, but in the mean time it is not wise 
to think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think. Let us willingly learn 
that some other people have many thirgs 
by which we could learn, if we only would. 

They have more poverty and asccial 
suffering, more intemperance in drinking, 
more ignorance and vice, in Eagland and 
Scotland, than we have among our native 
population. The infusion of the foreign 
element into our social economy makes it 
impossible to compare the effects of our 
institutions with those of the O.d World. 
If with the tremendous load to carry of 
German and Irish immigration we are able 
to challenge the contrast as i is, what 
would our country be if we were as unified 


in cur traditions, habite, and religion as | 


the people of England are? 

I saw much in the manners and customs 
of English people that might be held up 
for imitation. But what is the use of 
speaking of it? Is the average American 
mind open to instruction by any other 
people or tongue under the whole heaven ? 

~ shall I not be set down as unpatriotic 
and snobbish if I venture to eulogize Eng- 


land and the English? Even so. But} 


that does not alter the fact. I do not 
want to change our political or religious 
inetitutions: they are the result of the 
ripest experience and the concentrated 
wisdom of preceding ages. But as in 
reformirg the Church from Romanism the 
leaders rejected some good things for the 
sake of casting out more that was evil, so 
we, in our revolution, have revolved so far 
as to regard our own ways the only good 
ways, and all that we left behind us as 
positively evil and intolerable. 

The more communion we have with 
Eagland, the better we will esteem the 
people and their institutions. If bappi- 
ness were an object, which it is not, it 
were just as easy to find it in Old England 
as in New England, in Yorkshire as in 
New York. There is more and higher 
culture in the fields and in the homes ot 
the wealthy Eaglish than in any other 
country among people of the same sccial 
class, and to mingle with intelligent Eng- 
lish people, in their “tight little isle,” is 


-one of the highest pleasures of foreign 


travel. . 

They are not accessible. They have a 
reserve which they suppose to be dignity. 
They get it from the existence of an aris- 
tocracy, and every man, whether born into 
the charmed circle or not, wishes to be 
exclusive, that he may appear unto men to 
be something more than he'is, But that 
reserve melts in a minute when he comes 
into social contact with a brother man. It 
is a foible of Englishmen, as familiarity is 
& fault of our people. 

An English gentleman introduced him- 
self to me at the hotel where we met, and 
the few hours of my stay were made very 


pleasant by his agreeable company. Learn- | 


ing that I was to visit the part of the 
country in which was his residence, he 
insisted upon my going to his house, 


_ though he would not be there, that hie 


family might have the pleasure, etc, And 
he made a point of it: wrote to his family 


that I was coming, and when I called for |’ 


a moment at the door I was received as a 
friend, and they were positively disap- 
pointed when I declined 
their hospitalitv. Such is not an isolated 
case. Another English gentleman did just 
the same thing. These are in proof that 
behind that thick coat of dignified reserve 
there are just as warm, genial, and gen- 
erous sou's among Eoglishmen as in every 
other land where Christian civilization 
reigns, 








BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE 
est quality WASH BLUE, and!most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
238 North Second Street, Philadelphia. 





Sacramental Sabbaths, 
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to stay and enjoy | » 
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(VS2eSCIORTICON 


ae ith New Improved and Carefully Selected 

m MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES, 
J. MARCY, 1840 Chestnut St,, Philadeiphia. 

‘or convenience and efficiency, for private or 

for public use, they stand 


ALLED 


Circulars free. Cataiogues 10 cts. 






Sciopticon Manual,é6th Ka 75cta. 
Specimen Scientific Slide, 25 cta 





THE LATEST AND THE BEST 


“New Home” 


LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE. 


AGENTS SAY: CUSTOMERS SAY: 


“The New Home is the “The New Home is just 
easiest machine tu sell ever’ | perfect. Far superior to 
made, and gives the best any of the old pattern 
satisfaction to purchas- machines. And its price 
ors.” is so very low.” 

LOCAL AGENCIES WANTED. 


D. 8S. EWING, 
1127 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITCH PINE, Michi, and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. ap 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. £0 
dressed seasoned Lumber, W: ,» Mould- 
Ings, ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 


Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York, 


WARNER BROS’ CORSETS 


Are justly celebrated for ge,” “pia style 
j and workmanship, Th ‘ 


HEALTH CORSET, 


With Skirt Supporters and self-adjusting 
pads, hasa world-wide reputation. Priec $1.50, 


Their Nursing Corset 16 the delightof 
meh every mother, rice, $1.75. Their new 
Flexible Hip Corset, 
£2 bones), is warranted pot jto break 
own over tbe hips. Price, $1.25, 
For sale by leading merchants, Samples 
sent by mail on receipt of price, 


SBA Warner Bros, £51 Proadway, N.Y. 











a 





best hygienic beverages. to keep the digestive organs 
in a healthy condition. Served in these handy Siphons 
they can be always at hand, being a most 
g drink, causing no heaviness as does 

can 


1ce-water. en by themselves, 
or mixed with pleasant syrups. Their use tends to 
regulate the pulse, and to keep the head clear; they 
an auxiliary of health ce. 
mertcan 


and temperan Franco- 
» 687 North 15th St. Prieur 
for the J minerak 


hia. nts 
dys in headache, rh: sens. tanlecee 
jon, 6, rheuma:! . 
and kidney diseanes. Send order by postal card, 





os yd wan name, 106. ; o, ae <" 
Styles, 5k WwW, Hail Go, Hudson, My 





SELTZ. by ail ‘medical faculties & as among the 


| CHURCH FURNITURE. 


= 


NEW THEMES 


Asp Mopzrn Gems! 
for 
CHURCH OR PARLOR 


Arranged 

Contains sbsut 1 t pi 
original and att vé form, 
1, New Themes and Modern . 
Part 2. Preludes, Postludes and Hymn Tunes, 
Part 3. Festive, Wedding, and Natfonal Music. 
Part 4. Plaintive and Requiem Music, ~ 

The work comprises beautiful) themes arranged for 
the first time for the Organ, and will be found equally 
attractive to the pupil, amateur or professional Con- 
tributions from the works of such masters as Wag- 
net ees Barnby,and oth - 
ciently indicate the valuable and enduring quail ot 
the book - Price, ¢2, : 


GET ZE'S 


NEW METHOD FOR THE 

















BUGKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Co rund Tin 
for Churches, 2 ools, Fire 


4 larms, Farms, eR: Fut.y 
YARRANTED. ta 
sent Free. VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, ¢ ad 


P{[ANO FORTE 


Combines all’ the best features of every_other wor 
with much new and attractive matter. Is the newes 
and best method for the piano -forte ever published. 
By this method the whole science of — ores “4 
C) 


ing is Ey 4 simp! and impro 8 
| teacher’s best assistant, and lightens the labo: of the 
| pupils en pages free mail, Price, $2.75. 


WMA. POND & Co., 25 Union Square, N. Y. 


JOY BELLS 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL FOR 1878, 
By W. A. OGDEN. 
53.500 CHILDREN 


Are now singing from it New Hymns and new 
Melodi 8; same style as“ Crown of Life.’ 169 pages. 
Price, $..69 per dozen, board civers. One sample 
copy, board c vers, for 25 cents, Specimen pages 


free. The Pres anu’ neonle praise it. Add 
W. w 


ress 
. W. WHITNEY. Publisher, Toledo, Obio. 


AGREAT OFFER !! inc acct fara 
es ing these hard 
times dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Cata- 
logue$ mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade, Pianos, 7-octave, $130; 
7 1-3-octave, $140; Organs, 7 stops, 
$653 8 stops, $703; 12 stops, $85; 
cash, in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, N. Y. 


music lessons for $15.00 at the New England 
p Conservatory Music Hall, Boston. 75 emi- 














M 
bent professors, 18,000 students since 1867. 
For circulars address 
E. TOURJEE, Boston, Masa. 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Belt Founders, Troy, New York, 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bel 
Special attention given to OHURCH BELTS, 
wa Lilustrated jogues sent free, 





i] j ? 

MENEELY’S BELLS. 
The uine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a - 

tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding 
of all others, No agencies, P.O, address, either 

Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & 00. 


WHAT A MISTAKE YOU WILL MAKE 
If you farnish your Sunday-school room with any- 


The Taylr Patent Chat 


If ye are planning to farnish or refurnish, send for 

Illustrated Catal e to 

THE NATIONAL SCHOOL FURNITURE CO., 
Ill and 113 William Street, New York. 








Case's Bible Atlas 
16 Full Page Quarto Ma beautifally ited in 
colors with Bppienetory not andindex. Accurate, and 
Roholare, Every Fam “Beads it Sent by mall price, $1.0, 
olars. y + es 
+ le Rapidly. Terms 


AGENTS WANTED. Sei 
Address O. D. Casz & Co., Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


Great Reduction in Price. 














CAXTON PRESS. 
ont inking only $13. 
COLUMBIAN PR Self- 
Inking, from $25 to $56; dothe 

work of a 


from $8 50. p for catalogue. 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal Bt. 
Boston, Mass, Established 1847. 


*SURTE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and 
Slate Work on hand or made to order. aap ahene 
Factory and Galesvoonss, | ye. me RIDGE 





o' 
@il Stoves for cooking and heatin; 
Agents wanted. nd for aon 





) Pe 4 LEATHER Bi 20, Be. to $1.00, as to 

widih and quality. Nickel back tuck combs, 
25c. English tooth-brush, 20c. Rubber redding comb, 
heavy back, 20c. Rubber hair-pins, 'fc, silk ribbon, 
9, 15, 20c., for the widths. Rubber and nickel 
dress elevator, to silk cord, 250. Demorest’s 
summer 3c, for catalogue, Any of the above 


by mail 
J. D. OABLISLE, Pittsburgh, Po. 





LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723 46. 

its Sa etiee netics Tiere s to ne een 

overz. ear, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 

le rates. All policies non-forfeitabie for their 

. Endowment lici 


Agents ted. Ivo BS STEPHENS, 
en wan o. « &. 
Viee-Preaid t oak % 4 


estnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


1825. 


1877. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1826, 
Capital, $400,000.00, . . Assets, $1,704,481.36 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 
WM. @. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ase’t Secretary. 


Tere 


Chanlangna Assembly Hora. 


A ors Ta ge column paper in quarto form will 
be published..at Teapoing as the official organ of 
the National Sunday School Assembly and Scien- 
tific Congress from Jnne, 1878, mont. bf through 











the year and daily (Sundays excepted), through 
the sessions of the Assembly in August of every 
year. paper will contain exact steno- 

aphic reports of all the proceedings of the 
ssembly, including all the scientific and literary 
lectures and sermons, and also reports of class 
instructions, drills, etc., etc. 

REV. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., will edit a depart- 
ment of Normal Class work, and Rev. L. H. 
Bugbee, D.D., President of Allegheny College, 
has been ¢ to prepare a commentary or 
analysis of the International Sunday-school les- 
sons for each Sunday of the year for this paper. 
_ Twenty thousand copies of the paper were 
issued asan advance sheet on April 8 which 
contain a large amount of information in regard 


remee | to the Assembly to be held im August next. 


Subscription price (postage paid), cash in ad- 
vance, per annum, $1.60. 


When 5 or more subscriptions are ordered at 
one time, $1.40. 


Bingle copies, 6 cents each. 
For advertising, subscriptions, or single 


copies 
. M. BAILEY, Poblisher, 
J wn, N. . # 
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THE NEW ILLUSTRATED 


Compre ve 
mmentar 


rk emb the C taries of Henry, Scott, 

gp arb gg! mons and Brows with the entire Text of 

: £0,000 pone! end ta full, 

Explanatory les, New Iilustrations, Maps, and Plans, 
Indication Figures, age T 
s 


Of This comBINATION in a 
single volume, gives a Value not 
elnimed fi 


arate C tary. It ine doreed by the 

omm ° t) e 

highest authorities. of al genoniinations as “ THE BE T for 
and is thecheapest work ever 





versal use is offered. ae 
Agents Wanted tna: 


to introduce this it work. Mery Morel tore and exclusive 
territory given. State age and experience. ress 
A.D. W RIHINGTON &CO., Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


AN INVALUABLE WORK 
FOR EVERY BIBLE STUDENT. 


Bible Text Cyclopedia 


complete cl fication of Scripture Texts in the 
* torm of anal ‘habetical list of subjects. 
By REV. JAMES INGLIS. 
New Edition. Crown 8vo. Extra cloth, $2.50. ' 


“ Srore sensible and convenient,and every way more 
satisfactory. than any book of tne kind we have ever 
known.”'— Philadelphia 8, 8. Times. 


*,* For sale by all Booksellers, or will be sent by 
mall, postage prepaid, on receipt of the price, by 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO Pabtishers, 
715 and 717 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


TWO NEW VALUABLE AIDS! 


Sunday-school 
ROLL OF HONOR CERTIFICATE. 
9x11. Entirely new'design, in bright rich colors with 
gold, $1,80 per dz. 
Sinday-school 
MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE. 


9xll. New and ok ge dasi , different from the 
other but equally attractive in style, in colors 
and gold , $1.50 per doz. 


The above two can be mailed free to any address 
for 30 cents, Sunday-school Books, Cards, Maps, 
Class, Superintendent, and all other requirements, 
on reasonable terms. 


U. D: WARD, Publisher, 
150 Nassau Street (up-stairs) , New York. 


CROWELL’S , 


Sunday-School Libraries 


No, 1. For children and youth, 80 vols. 18mo....$19.00, 
No. 2. For older scholars, 15 vols. 16m0.......+.. 12.50. 








Nos = * me: 15 vols. 16m0.....2.... 12 50 
Also just issued $ 
No. 4. For Primary and Infant Scholars, 36 vols, 
18mo.... 96.75 





No. 5. For Intermediate Scholars, 15 vols. 16mo. 7.5 


Special care has been taken ip the. preparation o! 
these t books, and we commend peer to those 
desiring an interesting and profitable reries at a ver) 


low price. Send for our complete catalogue. 


T. Y. CROWELL, 


744 Broadway, New York. 
THE BEST HELP TO LESSONS ON LUKE 


Minpriss Gospel Treasury. 


A NEW AND CHEAP EDITION. 


CONTAINING 
Il.—The Four Gosnels arranged in parallel columns, 
facilitating a minnte verbal comparison 
Il.—Full References. The verses mainly printed in 


Il1.—Copions Notes, Historical. Explanatory and 
Critical, se'ected from all the beat authorities, 
TV.—Pra tical Reflections, aiso selected and very full. 





NL—Add_ nda, with ful discussion of doubtful and 


VIT.—Geographical Notes. 
VILL “ee ‘ical and Historical Table and Full Ver- 
nd>«. 


1 Vowume, 8v0, with over 900 pages. 
A new edition of the low priceof $1 50 mailed, post- 
paid, by the publishers, and sold by all bo kseliers. 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY 
751 Broadway, New York. 


NOW READY. 


The Army ef the Repablic: 


ITS SERVITES AND DESTINY. 
By HEABY WARD BELCHER, 
An Oration at the Reunion of the Army of the 
Potomac, at Springfie!d, Mass., June 5th, comprising 
Christian Union txtra No. 12. 


Paice, 10 Cents. 
THe CHRIsT' +N UBION, 
27 Pa k'Place.N. Y. 


A RARE OPPORIUNITY TO SECURE 


A Standard Commentary, 


PRICE REDUCED FROM $0 TO $15 NET PER SE1. 


TILE COMMENTARY ON THE OLD AND 
NEW TESTAMENTS. 


By DRS. JAMIESON, FAUSSET, and BROWN. 
Six vols. Royal 8vo; With maps, 
Descriptive Circulars sent on Application. 


The small remainder of this va vab'e work is now 
offered at one-ha‘f price, as above, until sold. 


J. B, LIPPINCOTT & CO, Pablishers, 
715 and 717 Market Street, Philadelphia: 











THE 


Scholars’ 


Quarterly. 





During this month, when the New Testament lessons begin, and a ehange 
in lesson helps can be so easily made, many superintendents and teachers would 
undoubtedly introduce The Scholars’ Quarterly into their schools or classes, if 


they knew of ws worth to scholars. 


For this reason a statement concerning 


The Quarterly is here given, together with opinions as to its merits from those 


who have used it, 
WHAT IT 1S.—The Scholars’ 


uarterly, issued four times a year, is a collection 


of the lessons of each three months, bound in small quarto form, with strong paper 


covers, 34 pages. 


Brief explanatory notes are furnished to aid the scholars in their 


study... With the Scripture text of each lesson marginal references are given, and the 
er worse of proper names is indicated. Each number contains one or more 
andsome colored maps, prepared expressly for the lessons of the quarter; a compact 


Bible Dictionary, with the needed explanation of terms and description of 
places, and customs; a quarterly review-chart and outline for the thirteenth 
a responsive review exercise; and an order of service for use during the quarter. 


rsons, 
unday ; 


WHO USES IT.—The Quarterly is now widely used 5 og of all denomi- 


nations throughout the United States.and British Provinces, 


€ growing popularity 


of this lesson help, as evidenced by its steadily gaining circulation (now over 135,000 
copies), and by the warm words of commendation it receives from every side, justifies 


the be 


ief that many schools which are now using a few copies of it on trial, will have 


all their teachers and scholars supplied with it for 1879. The fullness of its material, 
the convenience of its arrangement, the simplicity and directness of its questions, and 
the distinctness of its clear type on a large page, give to The Scholars’ Quarterly a 
decided superiority over the ordinary lesson leaf or question book. 


WHAT IT COSTS —Many superintendents who at first thought The Quarterly 
too expensive for them have found no difficulty in raising the money to supply their 
schools for three or six months at a time, Its price is 25 cents a year, or $25 for a 


hundred copies a year. 


Sent by mail without cost of postage to subscribers. 


Sub- 


scriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 


months, seven cents each. 


To supply your class would cost :—For five scholars, one 


year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents: for fen scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 


63 cents. 
Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


If ordered by the year, they will be sent each quarter in ample time for use. 





FROM SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS IN DIFFERENT 
SECTIONS. 


The following commendations were unsolicited, and are but a small part of those 


received. 

MAINE.-—“ Those of my class who have tried the 
pene ge find ita great help; therefore I send for 
more.” H. E. D. 

NEW HAMP :HIRE.—‘‘I never examined one until 
es ae is » aaa such a help as 1 have long wished 
for.” A, 3 4 


VER “ONT.—" We are highly pleased with them. 
Are - Key in three classes with good suc- 
cess.” A. M. B, 


MASSACHUSETTS.—“‘ You would be glad to see 
how much the Quarterly. adds to the interest in 
Bible study in our school.” J. B. 

RHODE ISLAND,—" It is the best scholars’ help we 
have ever had.” P.M. B. 

CONNECTICUT.—"I like it wine and,what 
fs bettet yet, my boys like it. I knew it would be 
£304: but it is better than I really thought it would 
. I wish every scholar in the country could have 
it.” W.R. H. 

NEW YORK.—“We have been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, with eminent success. I have, as yet, 
not,seen anything in the Sunday-school work that 
equals it.” M. AC, 

NEW JERSEY —“I might better have made up 
a club for the Scholars’ Quarterly at the outset, 
Ihave had_ to order again and again. It is the best 
thing out for scholars or twwachers.”’ 

PE NSYLVANIA,—“The Scholars’ Quarterly is just 
what we want. I think it is the most complete help 
we have ever had.” M.D. G. 

DELAWARE.—“ The School seemed"pleased with 
ia plan of lessons. I want to try and run our 

t of Quarterlies still higher, ifI cau.” J. P. L. 

MARYLAND.—" 1am by this mail in receipt of 
Aaa Scholars’ Quarterly, and am delighted with 

t, Itis just the thing for our work. I pray that 
it may spread all over our Southern couvtry, like 
itis now being sent through all the No and 
West.” W. M. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—“ The Quarterly has 
met with universal favor among our teachers, and 
they unanimously decided to adopt it for the use of 
yey ani school for the first six months of 1878.” 

VIRGINIA.—“T think it is one of the best books 
that I have ever seen for the Sunday-school. I 
wish that every teacher and scholar in the country 
had one.” 

WEST VIRGINIA.—“ It gives us more help for less 
money than anything have seen published.” 


NORTH CAROLINA—“ I have just received the 
second quarter, aud am so delighted with it that I 
want it for the whole year, commencing with 
January.” J. W. 

SOUTH CAROLINA,—“I have found it the best 
help I .have if seen in the preparation of the 
lessons.” G. H. W. 

GEORGIA.—“ I think the Quarterly the best text- 


book for the Sunday-school scholar that I have 
ever seen.” W.E. R. 





FLORIDA.—“ We are much pleased with the 
Quarterlies, and anticipate the lessons for next 
year with much interest.” W. P. H. 


ALABAMA.—“ Your Scholars’ Quarterly is a meat 
success. I have seen nothing to equal it as a hel 
as My teachers are greatly pleased with 
MISSISSIPP!.—" I have been using a copy of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly recently, and have to express 
only the highest appreciation of its merits.” J. C. R. 


LOUISIANA.— We are much pleased with the 
Quarterly.” .E. C, 

TEXAS.—“ Our school has decided to use the 
Scholars’ Een during 1878. We are well 
pleased with it.” J. W. 8. 

TENNESSEE.—" Please mail me twenty copies of 
the Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter. I 
think my school will like them.” J. H. W. 


KENTUCKY.—‘“ The Quarterly wins with both 
teachers aud Bible-class scholars.” H. R.C. 

MISSOURI.—“I have tried your Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for nearly six months, and it gives me such 
good satisfaction that I herewith send you an order 
to supply all my larger scholars with it.” H. N. 


OH10.—" I shall hope to introduce them into our 
soon fetes wie etalon te hal 
a em as the most com olars’ 
yer published.” D, A. 8. 7 

INDIANA.—“ We find it the best help we can get, 
and like it because it helps us to search the Scrip- 
tures.” M. H. G. 

ILLINOIS.—“ It seems to me that it is just what is 
needed in all our schools to induce the scholars to 
study their lessons at home, and also to make the 
study of great interest.” D.C. J. 

MICHIGAN.—* We consider them a decided im- 
provement upon the lesson leaf.” Mrs. A. B. 8. 


WISCONSIN.—“I have seen nothing equal to it 
among the ‘ lesser lights’ upon the Sunday-school 
lessons.” G. B. 

tOWA.—" I consider it invaluable, and believe it 
should be placed in the hands of every scholar in 
the land.” H. D.C. 

Png = verge They have given he satis- 
ion durin e ua: an believ 
will do much Cod a. a. ieee - 

NEBRASKA,—“ It is Bevel, and deserves to have 
its sovereignty recognized.” P. G, 

KANSAS.—* The Quarterly takes well.” W. H. 8. 

CALIFORNIA.— “The Times, unsu = 
Scholars’ Quarterly, splendid.” Rev. T. H. R, 

OREGON.—* Next year I hope to get ourschool to 


take a number of copies. e like it very 
much.” W. M. 


CANADA.—“We have been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly in our Sunday-school for the last two 


! quarters. We would highly recommend the work 


to all.” J. M.B, 


Uf during Fuly you order any of tha Quarterlies to use on trial, and are dissatisfied 


with them, your money will be returned. 


The, number for July, Au; ;, p Durgan 


will reeeive immediate attentic 9.50 
JOHN D, WATTI 


@ ready for delivery, Your order 


Dec 28 '78 


_-, --~ ~~detnut St, Philadelphia, Pa. 





29th Semiannual } 


STATEMENT 


OF THE 


TRAVELERS’ 


INSURANCE CO. 


Hartford. Conn., July 1, 1878. 
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HOAL CBtR ec anncocnvecccsnasenoccodescacce> $456, 
Cash on hand and in bank Sate 128907 Hf 


Loans on bond and moriguge. real estale— 1 
Interest accrud on loans, but not due... nat a 










due one m 5 
Loans on collateral securit» ..... veo 32. On 00 
Deferred Lite premiums......... 5 703.21 
Li’e premium due and unpai . 51 140 69 
Untied States gove:nment. bonds... 372,467.50 


and muuicipal bonds... +4296. 
yailroad stocks and bo: ds..... 254°488.30 
Bank and insurance stocks 


Total Assets .--. $4,453,393.89 


LIABILITIES. 


Reserve, four ner cen: , Life Department-- $2,894,984.54 
Reserve for re-ineurance, Accidental Dep't 208,954.64 
‘aims unadjusted and not due and all 

123.970.00 


other liabiiities........ ° 
Total Liabilities.......... wees. $3,227,909.18 
Surplus as regards Policy-Holders $1,225,484.71 








STATISTICS TO JULY 1, 1878. 
Whole number Accid nt Policies written...... 494,000 
Whole number Accident Claims paid...... eoance 32,000 
Total amount Accident Claims paid.......... $2,800,000 
Total claims paid in Life Department........ $1,150,000 





TO COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS. 


The Rate of Premium for Yearly General Accident 
Polici s on Commercial Agents, Book Agents, Insur- 
mce Adjusters, Traveling Faymasters, and General 
Traveling Agents, bas been 


Reduced from $7.50 to $6.00 per $1000. 


You can now get a $5.000 Policy, with §25 Weekly 
injemuity, for the small tum of 


tHIRTY DOLLARS A YEAR, 


ee 


JAS, G, BATT ERSON, President, 
RODNEY DE ‘NIS, Secretary. 
JOHN E. MORRIS, Asst, Secretary. 
WILLIAM W. ALLEN, Gen’l Agent, 112 South 
Foarth St. 


4, H. MOORKH, Special Agent, 413 Walnut Street 
Puailadelphia, 





THE 


Newest Music Books. 


tr ONWARD ‘!! 


ONWARD is the name of L. O. EMERSON’S book 
‘or Singing Classes for the season of :878-79. A new 
ud fresh collection of the hest Secular and Sacr 
Music, with a full Instructive Course, Teachers will 
lease examine. 52 Giees 56 Sacred ‘Tunes, and 15 
Anthems are provided. Price, $7.50 ; er dozen. 


FESTIVAL CHORUS BOOK! 


fompiled by J. P. COBR, and designed for Musical 

Sonventions Societies, Festivals. etc..etc. A selec- 

iov of a number of the best Choruses, Sacred and 
ar. I4diarge pages. ($'2 per dozen). 


THE CHURCH OFFERING! 


By l..O EMERSON. As this fine book contains a 
Hundred Anthems Motets etc.,all of the best qual- 
ity. it isa fine book for ary choir, and will be exten- 
sively used as an Anthem Bok Its first d°s 
vowever. is for the use of EPISCOPAL CHOLRS, and 
t has the fw my variety ever brought together of 
\nthems, Venites. Cantates, Jubilates. Glorias, and 
‘fail other pieces us d inthe service, Shouid be uni- 
versally used. ($12 per dozen.) 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., sosrow, 


Cc. H. DITSCON & CO.. J. E. DITSON &CO, 
¥43 Broadway, N. Y. 922 Chestnut 8t., Phila 


VOW READSF! CH New! Sweet Cheerful! 


iOSPEL ECHOES «.:..... 


Do not supply your school with new singing books, until 
ou have examined and tohed this book sine is by far the 
st for SunpaY ScHOOLS, PRAYER-MEETINGS, and 
OME CrrcLEs. Itis fall of contributions from ALL THE 
‘ST authors of Sunday-school music in the country. 
hildren, Teach rs, Superimendents., Pastors, Parents, 
! say they want it. Forsaleeverywhere. Sample pages 
se, Sample eopies, 29 cents. or $3.50 per dozen, by mail. 
ddress. CENTRAL BOOK CONCERN. Oskaloosa, lowa, 
“0. DITSON & CO.,. Boston, and New York 














In ordering anything advertised in this 
aaper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
1s the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
udvertisement in The Sunday School Times. 

ED EMBROIDERY very scarce. but I have it 

from 7c. to 50r. hr New arrivals of White Hem- 


hi Ed  Iinaerting, and flovuncing. iso the New 
usion and Biabant Face. Send %o. for ples 


to 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pitteburgh. Pa. 
SACRAMENTAL SABPATHS. 


2 Werte Knderhock, Rew Yon A“ 

















